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Kyaw Zwar Minn, who was appointed by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s government, has refused to 

leave his ambassadorial residence in London as demanded by the junta. 

#WhatsHappeningInMyanmar 

 

 

Ousted Myanmar Envoy to UK Charged With Trespass in London Residence Row 

From irrawaddy.com 
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@DerekTonkinUK 

---------------------- 

@NUGRepofficeUK @NUGPressSPOX @NUGMyanmar @AmbassadorTun @DavidAltonHL 

@ukinmyanmar @FCDOGovUK 

I might be wrong, but here are a few thoughts about the background to this dispute. Kyaw 

Zwar Minn (KZM) is living in property owned by the Myanmar State, described when 

purchased in 1952 as "The Union of Burma". This is confirmed in the UK Land Registry 

extract attached. The Metropolitan Police state in the Charge - see 

https://networkmyanmar.org/ESW/Files/KZM-6.pdf…- that the property belongs to the 

Mission of the Republic of Myanmar to the UK. But the Republic (the State) is surely a 

different entity altogether from the Mission. A Mission cannot be a State, and vice versa.  

Since the purchase of the property in 1952, the State has changed its name three times - in 

1974 (new Constitution), in 1989 (redesignation of "Burma" as "Myanmar") and in 2008 

(new Constitution). None of these changes of name - not a change of ownership - has yet 

been recorded in the Land Registry. Note the admonition in the Land Registry extract that: 

"If you need to prove property ownership, for example, for a court case, you’ll need to order 

an official copy of the register".  

But which Foreign Ministry has the right to administer this diplomatic property today: the 

SAC or the NUG? The Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations 1961 offers no guidance 

about competing claims. The SAC want KZM out, but the NUG might want him to stay for the 

present, not least as he has offered to hand over to a representative of the NUG the keys to 

"Myanmar House", if the NUG want them. One thing that needs to be done is to bring the 

title up-to-date. This could take time. The Land Registry will need written evidence of the 

three changes and of British acceptance of these changes. But who has the legal capacity to 

act in 2025? The SAC or the NUG? Or both? Or neither? 

 Since the UK no longer recognises Governments (see attachment), the Westminster 

Magistrates Court might well conclude on 30 May that they are out of their depth and refer 

the dispute to a higher Court. (The Charge states pointedly: "You can tell the court how you 

will be pleading at any hearing of your case, even if your case may have to be heard at the 

Crown Court" – see https://gov.uk/courts/crown-

court#:~:text=A%20Crown%20Court%20deals%20with… ).  

The SAC and NUG are rival claimants in the UN to the Myanmar seat, but the UN General 

Assembly has for four years running declined to choose between them and instead allowed 

@AmbassadorTun , appointed like KZM by the deposed NLD Administration, to keep the 

Myanmar seat. See https://networkmyanmar.org/ESW/Files/A_79_613-EN.pdf… and 

https://networkmyanmar.org/ESW/Files/A_RES_79_132-EN.pdf…  
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I hope the NUG will have the wit and courage to take a public position on this case even 

though they and KZM reportedly do not see eye to eye on some issues.  

I would not though wish to predict the outcome of this dispute, though I somehow doubt 

that it will be settled on 30 May. 
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