
26/05/2022, 07:45 Teach-in on Rohingya Genocide in Myanmar - Yale Daily News

https://yaledailynews.com/blog/2020/10/26/teach-in-on-rohingya-genocide-in-myanmar/ 1/6

Teach-in on Rohingya Genocide in Myanmar

RA Z E L  SUA N S I N G 
| 1 2 : 2 1  A M ,  O CT  2 6,  2020

STAFF REPORTER

Eric Wang, Senior Photographer

On Saturday, three human rights experts and student advocates gathered
over Zoom to call the Yale community’s attention to the Rohingya Genocide
in Myanmar.

“Justice for Burma,” moderated by Yale Genocide Studies Program Director
David Simon, aimed to educate the public on the origins of Rohingya
prejudice in Myanmar, the approaches the international community has
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taken against the genocide and the steps the Yale community can take to
address the atrocities. The Dwight Hall Peace Initiative joined other external
organizations including Action Corps, Justice for All, Burma Task Force and
International Campaign for the Rohingya to organize the teach-in. Guest
speakers included political advisor to the Rohingya legal case Hassan
Abdein, human rights advocate Wai Wai Nu, international counsel Arsalan
Suleman and student activists Jan Jan Maran and Sirazul Islam.

“When you look at the history and you see all the events — Jewish
persecution, the Nazis, apartheid, civil rights in America— you always think
what would I have done if I was in that position,” Islam said. “How did
people let so much of a group get discriminated against? Well, look out now
outside to the world. Look at the Rohingyas. What you’re doing right now is
a testament to what you would’ve done in history.”

The event began with an introduction to the history of discrimination
towards Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar. According to Nu, Myanmar was a
cosmopolitan state that welcomed all ethnicities and religions. However, in
1824, the country came under British rule. The British used a divide and
rule strategy, which brought other ethnicities into colonies, to stir conflict
and sustain their control. This strategy compelled the British to bring
Indians into the Rakhine state, the area of residence for most Rohingya
Muslims. The relocated Indians faced much discrimination and hate from
the local Burmese population, Nu said.

Myanmar was then ruled by a socialist president in 1948 and a military
dictatorship in 1962, who used the existing antagonism against the
Rohingya Muslims to take control, Nu said. The Burmese government
alleged that the Rohingya migrated to Myanmar illegally and subjected them
to Burmese citizenship laws. 

Still, Nu said that she believed this history of prejudice persisted, even as
the Burmese government experienced changes in government structure.

“Regardless of the political system, it is the mindset of the ethnically
Burmese Buddhist leaders,” Nu said. “Even Nobel laureates to dictators, the
deep-rooted hate against the Rohingya and hating Indians and Muslims has
become a disease.”
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Nu particularly cited her disappointment in current leader Aung Sang Suu
Kyi, who she called her hero and actively supported during the pro-
democracy movement in 2017. Kyi, she said, was actively involved in
legalizing discrimination against not only Rohingyas but also all minorities
in Myanmar. 

Nu also cited a recent election law that prohibits Rohingya from voting as an
example of the persisting prejudice towards the Rohingya in Myanmar. 

Abdein also commented on what the international community has done to
take action against the genocide. 

According to Abdein, the Burmese military initially took control of the
Rakhine state in 2017 because they were afraid of the community’s
increasing autonomy. In addition, Kyi and her government were resistant to
international intervention, Abdein said. In 2018, Kyi granted international
monitoring officials entrance to the country. 

After a fact-finding mission by the United Nations Human Rights Council
reported “massacres and other killings, including of women, children and
the elderly, mass gang‑rape, burning and looting,” the international
community pressured Myanmar to halt these “clearance operations.” This
pressure culminated in 2020 when the Gambia filed a case against Myanmar
before the International Court of Justice for violating a clause in the
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.

Abdein said that he especially encouraged Yale students to take action
because of Yale’s special tie to combatting the genocide. The Lowenstein
Human Rights Clinic at Yale Law School was the first to make a
recommendation to the Human Rights Council to establish a fact-finding
mission in Myanmar. 

Islam encouraged Yale students to do whatever they can to combat the
genocide, including signing petitions. Islam said that he would be sharing
resources with the Dwight Hall Peace Initiative for Yale students to further
educate themselves on the issue.

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
published its fact-finding report on Sept. 12, 2018.
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RAZEL SUANSING 

Razel Suansing is a staff reporter and producer for the City, YTV, and Magazine desks.
She covers cops and courts, specifically state criminal justice reform efforts, the New
Haven Police Department, and the Yale Police Department. Originally from Manila,
Philippines, she is a first-year in Davenport College, majoring in Global Affairs.

 



http://twitter.com/razelsuansing
mailto:razel.suansing@yale.edu


26/05/2022, 07:45 Teach-in on Rohingya Genocide in Myanmar - Yale Daily News

https://yaledailynews.com/blog/2020/10/26/teach-in-on-rohingya-genocide-in-myanmar/ 5/6

Sponsored

Trendscatchers

Prostate Help

Support My Weight

BuzzFond

Complete Vision

Malta is go!
Time Out

The Paris Canal Was Drained For The First Time In 200 Years. The Finds Are
Frightening!

Doctor Reveals: A Simple Trick For Prostate Problems

Simple Trick Makes People Lose Weight Like Never Before

Look Closer On This Photo Of Meghan Markle And Prince Harry's Wedding

Doctor Reveals: One Simple Trick For Perfect 20/20 Vision

0 Comments Yale Daily News 🔒 Disqus' Privacy Policy 1 Login

t Tweet f Share Sort by Newest

LOG IN WITH OR SIGN UP WITH DISQUS 

Name

Start the discussion…

?

Be the first to comment.

Subscribe✉ Add Disqus to your siteAdd DisqusAddd Do Not Sell My Data⚠

 Favorite



http://trendscatchers.co.uk/index.php/en/2020/07/14/a-routine-clean-up-of-a-parisian-canal-left-some-interesting-discoveries-2/?utm_source=tab-13734414&utm_medium=1097587&utm_term=taboola&utm_campaign=Ciri_MeghanNotTheOne_EN_TC16224_JDW_EN_UK_D_RTGC_Smartbid_13734414_%5BSAFE%5D
https://shefence-citional.com/cdd55719-3e6c-466e-a431-863d9038d123?utm_source=tb&utm_campaign=uk_dk&utm_term=disqus-widget-yaledailynews&utm_content=3403700634&t=GiAHug3byufoaAw-k3rZJzwVUp9sQ8Fntn6E4U1hhJeJOSDHwlgoqP-HnoSp2q-TAQ&dt=tb&tblci=GiAHug3byufoaAw-k3rZJzwVUp9sQ8Fntn6E4U1hhJeJOSDHwlgoqP-HnoSp2q-TAQ#tblciGiAHug3byufoaAw-k3rZJzwVUp9sQ8Fntn6E4U1hhJeJOSDHwlgoqP-HnoSp2q-TAQ
https://shefence-citional.com/6ecdbf00-f9b0-477b-b81d-606d2af973b7?utm_source=tb&utm_campaign=slim_uk_dk&utm_term=disqus-widget-yaledailynews&utm_content=3179417841&t=GiAHug3byufoaAw-k3rZJzwVUp9sQ8Fntn6E4U1hhJeJOSCNv1Qo8_-1rfq33NUi&dt=tb&tblci=GiAHug3byufoaAw-k3rZJzwVUp9sQ8Fntn6E4U1hhJeJOSCNv1Qo8_-1rfq33NUi#tblciGiAHug3byufoaAw-k3rZJzwVUp9sQ8Fntn6E4U1hhJeJOSCNv1Qo8_-1rfq33NUi
https://www.buzzfond.com/story/20-rare-photos-of-meghan-and-harrys-wedding/?utm_source=disqus-widget-yaledailynews&utm_medium=taboola&utm_campaign=15698119&utm_content=3121622086&utm_term=bfgl#tblciGiAHug3byufoaAw-k3rZJzwVUp9sQ8Fntn6E4U1hhJeJOSD_8VEo_vqG-LLU_plh
https://shefence-citional.com/1d93f374-8e5c-4d95-b548-73e8c9f317a8?utm_source=tb&utm_campaign=uk_dk&utm_term=disqus-widget-yaledailynews&utm_content=3134492381&t=GiAHug3byufoaAw-k3rZJzwVUp9sQ8Fntn6E4U1hhJeJOSDMqFYosqCX5ZuaiblR&dt=tb&tblci=GiAHug3byufoaAw-k3rZJzwVUp9sQ8Fntn6E4U1hhJeJOSDMqFYosqCX5ZuaiblR#tblciGiAHug3byufoaAw-k3rZJzwVUp9sQ8Fntn6E4U1hhJeJOSDMqFYosqCX5ZuaiblR
https://www.timeout.com/london/travel/five-perfect-malta-itineraries?tblci=GiAHug3byufoaAw-k3rZJzwVUp9sQ8Fntn6E4U1hhJeJOSCpvVYojd6lneWg0rYp#tblciGiAHug3byufoaAw-k3rZJzwVUp9sQ8Fntn6E4U1hhJeJOSCpvVYojd6lneWg0rYp
https://disqus.com/
https://disqus.com/home/forums/yaledailynews/
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/466259-privacy-policy
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
https://publishers.disqus.com/engage?utm_source=yaledailynews&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
https://disqus.com/data-sharing-settings/


26/05/2022, 07:45 Teach-in on Rohingya Genocide in Myanmar - Yale Daily News

https://yaledailynews.com/blog/2020/10/26/teach-in-on-rohingya-genocide-in-myanmar/ 6/6

q y q y

ALSO ON YALE DAILY NEWS

a year ago 1 comment

Not only have the trees 
outside of Reese Stadium 
sprouted new leaves with …

MEN’SMEN’S LACROSSE: LACROSSE:
SkylerSkyler Wilson Wilson ’24, ’24, … …

• a year ago 2 comments

To evaluate this year’s 
unprecedented number of 
applications, the Office of …

‘A‘A top top of of the the roller roller
coastercoaster moment’: moment’: … …

• a year ago 1 comment

On March 26, The Nu 
Haven Kapelye — a year-
round klezmer band …

TheThe Nu Nu Haven Haven Kapelye Kapelye
releasesreleases “Dayenu” “Dayenu” … …

•

YALE DAILY NEWS PUBLISHING CO.,
INC.

202 York Street, New Haven, CT 06511
| (203) 432-2400



Editorial: (203) 432-2418 |
editor@yaledailynews.com



Business: (203) 432-2424 |

business@yaledailynews.com

ABOUT US |
SEND A TIP 
SUBMIT A LETTER |
LEGAL

© YALE DAILY NEWS 2022

JOIN  DONATE  ADVERTISE



https://disqus.com/
https://yaledailynews.com/about-us
https://yaledailynews.com/tips
https://yaledailynews.com/submissions
https://yaledailynews.com/legal-information
https://yaledailynews.com/join
https://yaledailynews.com/donate
https://yaledailynews.com/advertise

