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Unofficial Translation

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Thein Sein meets a Delegation
led by Antonio Guterres

Nay Pyi Taw, 11 July 2012

This morning President U Thein Sein met a Delegation led by Antonio Guterres, UN High
Commissioner for Refugees, at the Credentials Hall of the Presidential Palace in Nay Pyi
Taw.

Matters discussed at the meeting included refugees from the fighting in Kachin State, the
return of Kayin (Karen) migrant workers who wished to return home voluntarily and the
situation in Rakhine State.

The President said that Bengalis came to Myanmar because the British colonialists invited
them in prior to 1948, when Myanmar gained independence from Britain, to work in the
agricultural sector. Some Bengalis settled here because it was convenient for them to do so,
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and according to Myanmar law, the third generation of those who arrived before 1948 can be
granted Myanmar citizenship. He added that, if we look at the situation in Rakhine State,
some people are the younger generation of Bengalis who arrived before 1948, but some are
illegal immigrants claiming to be Rohingyas and this threatens the stability of the State. The
Government has been looking seriously for a solution to this problem. The country will take
responsibility for its native people, but it cannot accept illegal immigrant Rohingya in any
way. So in the end the solution to the problem is to set up refugee camps for them so that
UNHCR can look after them. It a third country accepts them, we will send them there. He
added that the Minister for Border Affairs has been negotiating with UN organizations in
Rakhine State.

Present at the meeting were: President U Thein Sein, the Union Ministers for Home Affairs,
Border Affairs, Development, Labour and Social Welfare, and Relief and Resettlement, as
well as the Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs and departmental heads.



