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I enclose a paper which has been sent to me from New York by
Sa¢ Ying Sita Hseng Laoc c¢f Yawnghwe abicut the unhappy evenis in Burma
when the vody of U Thant was brought home, As the Derartment will
find the s&ory is far grimmer than was zeported 4t the time though it
may well Be that Teréence -0'Brien will have been &blé 1o give you
gomparable detail.
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Obviously the purpose of serding this account is the desire of
Ying Sita Hseng Lao to get me to do something to get this fuller version
known publicly. There are considersble difficulties about this,
T ean think, from my personal point of view, of two of them right away.
First, Ying is the daughter of the Mahadevi of Yawnghwe z distinguished Shan
lady married to the first president of Incependent Burma. When I was
in ZBurma Mahadevi made it quite clear that she expected the British te
abet the Bnan's in their desirg for indepéndence from the Basmese. I
naturally told her that this was not vossible, Indecd although the
Bhans had plenty of grievances against the Burmese, the splitting up of
Butma would cbviously be destructive and foolish., He doubt there is
semething of the Fohadevi's original thinking behing this operstion,

Secondly, the psrson who ought %o know about this is Mountbztten.
But here afain there ape diffigulties because if Mountbatten got This
paper he would probably tell Re Win thet he pot it from me and given my
attitude towards the Ke Win's regime this would beth deprecizte the
vzlue of the paper and agein would probably do no good,

So I really seénd it to you as somsthing I have recelved from this
particular person and some&thing wihich is prebably true not only in
substance but alse in detail, For these ressons I would gertainly like

i the story to be better known not only in any hostility to the present
- regime but also in loyalty to the memcry of U Thant '

Meantime, I have sent an acknowlségement o VYing 3ita Hseng lao
of = totally dead pen kind which simply tells her that I have received
the doownent dbut says no mexe, A copy incidently has uween sent to
Suu Kyi, Aung den's daughter, wno is now Frs. Hichael Aris. .

I am sorxy to send you a letier full of so muny “hedges" but i:
thought the depariment betier know the surrounding circumstances,

Yours ever,

o L&

P.5. Since writing the mbove I have talked Yo Suu Kyi. She tekes a
eharacteristic Burtnese anti-Shan linre that €iese demonstrations were
contrived by Shan influences and that thare were inexcusahle becaunse they
had no hope of suceeeding and simply cost human lives, Thi‘ accords with
my own assessment that the sending of these accounts haz a direct politicel
motive and Suu Kyi was not prepared to concede that there mlght have been
gomething spontaneous about the whole thing.
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Given this, I think, I woule tnke issue with her though I camnnot
vretand to know what proportions of the affuir were dile to political
motives on the one hand anid spontaneous indigmations on the other. But
fic doubt inforfiatidn from the embassy in langeon will give you some
guidance on this point,
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I read with interest your letter of 11 ﬂérch about the
cvents surrounding the‘funeralrof U Thant. There can be nu
doulbit that the attitude of the [Durmese authoritics was
small—mindéd; shabby, and decply resented by a iarge number
of educated Burmese, especially students and pricsis,

As so0 often in this sort of episode, two totally
different versions of what actually happencd have been
¢ir¢ulating. According to the initial official wersion,
nobedy was killed during the rioting. It fairly quiekly
became apparent that this was Jjust nol so, and the
authorities later admitted that 9 people had been killed.

I have nc doubt that even this was an under-estimate; but
as you know, the Burmese authorities go Lo censiderable
lengths to prevent foreign diplomats and ollier outsiders
from looking below tlhie surface of‘Burmese'lifé, dnd it hoas
heen impossible to discover just how niany lives were losi..
Terence 01Brien sent us at the time a copy of an anonymoun
letter which claimed that at least 26 studenis were
deliﬁérately killed by the army; the documents you encioscd
7 [give
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give a similar account of events, but speak of thousands
having bheen killed.
Your documents malke distressing reading, and have the
« imprint of genuine indignation about thew. For all that, I
doubt whether their authors dre being totally objective.
Une can, as you say, imagine various political motives
for their action. I would therefore frankly prefer not to
involve the @¢ffice in the_busineSS of giving wider currendy
0 these documents: But I am very grateful to you for

having brought them to our attention.
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