Suu Kyi 1979: Burmese perceptions of Indians, Chinese, Japanese and British

Extract from the record (attached) made by British diplomat James E Hoare of a talk by Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi at St Antony’s College Oxford on 13 November 1979.

“On the Indians, by which she meant primarily Indians in Burma, she said that there was a
love-hate relationship, with hate perhaps predominating. India was respected as the land of
the Buddha, but Indians were seen as either poor coolies or else grasping money lenders, or
landowners. The image of the poor coolie was so strong that many Burmese, even well-
educated ones, were astonished to see in India wealthy Indians and signs of past Indian
greatness. There was a particular dislike of Muslims. Their dietary practices, especially some
ritual killings, caused great offence. (In Burma, she remarked, it was alright to cut a man’s
throat, but to do the same to an animal was a heinous crime.) There was an irrational fear,
again even among the educated, of the Muslims swamping the Burmese because of

polygamy.”
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