I reported in paragraph IT(1) wwimmmpmmu
tha.t lie Burke, Joint Secretary toc the Pakistan Foreign Affairs
Department, had been visiting East Bengal to obtain information
about the disputed border areas. He was also interested in the
Arakan and circulated a questionnaire marked 'Top Secret' about
conditions there to loeal officers in Chittagong. The enclosed copy

of the questionnaire pgives the reply to it by Niblett, the Deputy
Comrissicner of the Chittagong Hill Tracts. This officer, as I

have already reported, is ultra-Fakistani, witness his propcsal that

the Paldstan Govem:nent should mediate with the Burma Government :ln
- Arakan on behalf of the Nujabidse.

2e So far as I know, the replies tc the questionnaire have
pot yet reached the foreign Affiars Department at Karachi.

Yours sincerely,

(SGD) L. G. COKE WALLIS.

Encl:= Eight copies of the letter and its enclosure.

Sir L.B. Grafftey Smith, KBE., ClG.,

- High Comissioner for the United Kingdmn
in Paldstan,

KARACHL.

[Note 20 March 2019. The Deputy Commissioner was Major L H Niblett
who was previously an officer in the British Army.]
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4 Q. Total popul&tion of 2 above?
A 50,000

Oe¢ Qe Population of 3 above?
As 25-«50,000,

'6. .Q. Any danger of refugees pouring in?
A. Yes
2 When?

A. Vhen Burma Govermment forces, at present held up, advances
fi. In vhat numbers?

As 5,000 Mujahids and 5,000 octhers mostly Communists,
e In what parts of our territory?

7+ Qe What should we do with the refugees?

A. Concentrate them in camps at Chittagong, segregating according to

8 Qe Is it physieally possible to seal the frontier?
Ae NOe

(¢ and 10) Q. Who are the leaders of the iujahids?

Aele HMve Nagir Ahmed
2. %ve Sultan Ahmed A1l of NMaungdawe
4, Mv. Abul Hussain.

11. Q m'l: is the attitude of the following %o the fujahids?
1. Our Provincial Government.

A 'Benign' but not to the extent of giving active help.
2. District Officers.

A Sympathetic and awaiting directions.



2e Avoid getting involved in infliux of mifugeea.
Total population of Burma?
15 millionse.

Ae

17« e
Ae

Percentage of Muslims in Burma?

Not knovn.

Have any tribes in Burma been granted or promised autonomy?
Yes. Karens and Kachins have been promized autonomye

What areas do they inhabit?

Hostly Eastern Burma,

What is their population? /

10 millions.

What is their religion? .

Buddhi sn. e i A o

What form of autonomy? b
Not known.
Any chance of Mu,jahida being offered and accepting similar terms?

Yes. = If mediator from Pakistan offers them fair terms calculated
to maintain their identi ty.

Any point which local officers wish to emphasize specially?

Essential to .obtain best terms fop Mfujahids » who guard our frontiers
and are loyal to Pakistan.
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f'_ 1‘nI:area'bed 'bo see 'l:he a:l:ta.chad uopy of a report written
by ‘the Deputy Commissioner, Chittagong Hill Tracts, dl-?bod >
F o ¢ the 7th February, which deals with recent border imidenba o
| on the Areken/East Bengal border. I am marking this letter
Top Secret in view of the source of the report, which wes
sent to us by Coke Wallis in Dacca.

2 Coke Wallis understends from the Com“ioner,
Chittegong Division, that Majahid casualties in the five
days' fighting on the 4th February were only one killed and
two wounded ageainst fourteen killed and five wounded in the
Burmese forces. Also that the lajahids are in & position
to resume their activities.

&
.T

3 e I am sending a copy of this letter with its
enclosure to Bowker in Rangoon.

/
o@u LY Lo %M

&5 Sir Percivale Lieschingz, KCB, KCMG,
| Commonweelth Relations Office,
LONDON, S.W.1l.

PRO/AHCW /5.
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| tl, 7th Febrmary 1949, by the
a::ﬁ Hill Tracts,

3 e ¢ e e ok

On receipt of Government's Code Message regarding intcidcd
assault on certain positions at Tumbru, I deputed the Circi-
Inspoatmr of Poi:l.ee to proceed to the hebitation in ama-
poait:lcm to the area of possible attack to warn the villagers
to withdraw direatly they heard any sound of gun fire on the

)

Burma side, I also ordered my E.P.R. Platoon here to "stand-
to" and await directions for their move forward.

The following day, I got in touch with the District Magis-
trate, Chittagong and he informed me that Major Ahmed had
proceedad to the area and that one of the platoons meant for
Rangamati hed been diverted at Chittagong to the affected area
along with Major 'Ahmed. I then got orders to move my platoon
from here and taking the platoon and my Assisztant Commissioner,
Mr. Abdul Hamid Bhuiyan, with me, I proceeded immediately by
motor launch, train and motor bus to Ghmndum for insurgent
headquarters (which they had alrecady captured) and had opened
fire on it. Major Ahmed had collected the people at the
back of a hill; but not before one of them -~ a visitor from
famu had been wounded. Major Ahmed then proceeded with a
white flag and saw the Commander of the Burmese force and I 13
Informed him that he was firing into the Pakistan territory.
Immediately on.arrival I went with the Assistant Commissioner
to"see the Force Commander to find out wvhat explanation he
nad for this action, He c¢lalmed that threec of the Chundum
private lorries were across the bridpe on the Burmese side
when he arrived and that they had been fired at in that
position; but Major Ahmed assured me and him that this was

not so as was proved from the fact that a Burmese machine gun
was actuélly placed on the bridge itself and trained towards
Ghundum Bazar. Many people had miraculous escgpes and T
hava pickad up s Qme pieces of rifle ammmition from the shops
at G_hnndum, also a ‘piece of shell immediately below the Dok
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f aet:lm ot t.hg 0aCoy 1t m tme M we ippmehod
what ve thought were 40 ‘Mujahids o mly to £ind a mndred in

; i numb er and carrying five times the mmber of Bren guns and

| Sten guns that we hads Their leader had e hand grenade

i attached to his belts, When I addressed themy calling

| onSha te lay down their arms or to get out of our
1 territory, they refused to do so either unless and until
lthey had orders from their leaders whom they thought were
lat Balukhall, Just then it came to my knowledge that we
‘were covered by another 100 armed I-iu;]ahids on the adjacent
hill, It was obvious that any use of actual forece in
these circumstances would not only have put us in a position
of enmity with the Mujehids; but my small Foree would
have been annihilated with consequent loss of prestige to
the State. I then called down the Mujahids from the hille-
top and having gathered them 211 together, addressed them

in Urdua which they understood and told them that they ;rﬁ
would unnecessarily cause bloodshed if they stayed and that

they had either to lay down their arms op march off

dmmediately, On seeing that we were determined to carry .
out our intentions, three Mujahids came out of the vallay §
and sald that thelr leaders wanted them *o go baeck into

battle and so they were prepared to ge‘b outs They then

marched across the borders, We organised proper patrolling ;

to see that there would be no re-=entry, I also took from

their leader a solemn pledge that they would not return

failling which we would be compelled to open fire,




to Ukhis and are petroliing the feju nad Dalikhall arens

| mmmmawfmntmtam
Mﬁhmmtthomhtfm. fhey had sctually done
no .‘l.mung but hed marely asked for a 1little rico and two
fmﬂ.am.‘lch the Mogh Karberi's wife (in the sbsence of the
Kerberi) quits heppily suppliod thems. 9o have since
lelt a plétoan of EoP.le at Chundum, ﬁith.drawn the resarve

with E.P.R. patwols, Ye have pleced sn armed volies patrol
at Sonalcheri and so gur borders are now protectedy angd I

think T con say with eonflidence thot we now heve noither
Burmma forces aor Mujehids within our sresa,
I have not so for mentioned two choyred corpusce whieh

wvare brought over acros: the Burur border by & refugec,
They were thece of his fother and uncle. It was & ghastly

sight and 28 the Subeiiviaional diTicery Moungdew and velfare

Gificer of Homngdew hed asked to see me to donend of me

the Mujaldd loadors, Jafer Hish and Gmrs doh, T brought
- thom over and showed them thece Wt toreos. iney said
_thay had informestion cbout these two loaders boing at
Wm&tmmmmntxmhﬂdnwrama
mhtImmmevabmt it and in any eage
1twmt31hwmge. Thwaaiﬂﬁwyumldmm

MMWhhMthnmer tothah'GM
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uiﬁim Tho cembon yumowr on both sides of up aboiy
border 1s that this destruction 1o being done with
mmumﬁmwmmmmmmwvm
; them with the ferselous Mophs +who consiitute the tweditionsl
The Sub=Divisionsl 9¢ficer; Cox'e Basay tells ne & movement
of these Mophs Prom Cox's Besar hns rlivandy Emdm they
maﬂling ap tholy aroporty 5 veturn %0 Boymes  What
lends eolour to this f2 thet when T exnresse surarise at
this devastotion of villazes to the Burme velfare 3fficer,
mummmm snxions o have Cthe rofusses boeky
it thet he conld moither peenlt gy af the grein 29 -come
over sor aould he permit the houses to stoy as thoy may
constitute nests for Mujahide in fudure. Howevery after
thn Mﬂaimz. OPricer end the #elisre Officer of

s had gme, I managed Yo persusde the Foree
7 Colenél Craipis (who once wpon » tiwe bolonge! to the seme

i

ﬁMmmw,mmmmum)mmm
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ﬁw*MMBHm to ooy his refugess mnd they an
,--ﬂ'mmmm-tmmmmuw onn thelr
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Force Commander had told them that they could enter Blu'ma;

~ 'but once they'entered there would ba no returning even

‘for purchases from tha Ghundum Bazar. | They therefore,

dicided not to take the risk. I have about 2000 refugees

‘In my area and I understand, Chittagong district has about

20,000,

The Burmese forces were to have withdrawn on the evening

of the 3rd February but were delayed by the battle at

Fakirabad, where their forces had apparently been cut off
by Majahids. When they had not returned by the morning
of the 4th February, it was planned for the remaining
Burmese force at Ghundum to proceed to their rescue and
after joining them to go further south back to Rangoon.,

The Burmese Government is leaving a small skeleton
staff of Armed Police in this area, apparently to arrest
such of the Muslims of Arakan who were found to have
subseribed to the Mujahid organisation, Here I should
mention that they captured a list of subseribers along with
other papers, at Mujahid Headquarters at Ghundum, Anyhow,
this skeleton staff of Armed Police can never cope with the
Maujahids, who are still strong in this area, Undoubtedly,
they lost the battle at Ghumdum and alsc at Tumbru; but
thelr policy.is a 'hit and run' one, It is in pursuance
of this policy that it is reported that the Burmese forces
lost 14 killed and had & wounded while the Mujahids
lost only one killed and two wounded.

As a matter of faet I met Jefar Mich at Amirabad,
Chittagong district on the way back from Ghundum on the 4th
February and I mast confess that it would be difficult to
find a finer specimen of fighting manhood or a more
balanced person that Jafar Meah. He is most anxious to



I fwl that i thay actually dal:{ver up thui:v ms to us
could be given refuge in this village as thei'r own country

has been scorched and unless they have sam&'bhing o Xve 5,
upan they will undoubtedly be compelled %o 1ive the life of

— =

| banﬂits. I consider it would be most :Lnadvisabla to hand
thaem ovar to the Burnm Government as i‘t muld slienate the
symp&‘ﬁhies of 200 thousand Musllus in ﬂm"hh Arakan, vho are
devoted %o the cause of Pakistan, and who constitute our mly

buffer against approaching communism on this side,
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