Conquest and Resistance
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» The Myanmar conquest of Rakhine

Imé)ortant chapter of Rakhine’s history: period of dramatic changes
and a point of historical no-return

Negatively viewed from a Rakhine nationalist point of view
Need for a critical historical review:
A complex picture

The past (what happened), history (what is written down), memory
(what and how people chose to remember), identity (who you are),
autonomy (to stand on one’s own feet) and connection

The central perspective of the conqueror vs the view of the victims
Political and economic context

Long decline of Rakhine monarchy and receding political and
economic role in the Bay of Bengal: not a threat anymore

Rise of Western colonialism: East India Company in Bengal (the
British in India)

Resurgence of Myanmar expansionism (early Konbaung dynasty)



What is particular about the conquest...
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The king states that Rakhine had not bent in humble
submission and that it should be conquered so as to
put an end to the country’s political anarchy and the
sad state of the Buddhist institutions.

The condition of Buddhism in Rakhine was
compared to a parasite in the flesh of an animal.

The Myanmar crown prince was told to make the
religion shine again by arresting the scum of bad
people who did not abide by the law and were a stain
on the sasana.



Why did King Bodawphaya conquer Rakhine?
The historical context of the conquest
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» No Myanmar attempt at conquering Rakhine since late 16t
century (Bayinnaung’s failed attempt in 1580-1)

¢ The eastern and southern orientation of Myanmar
expansionism (1600-1740)
o Shan country; northern Thailand; Siam

» The renewal of the Myanmar kingdom under the early
Konbaung dynasty
o Unification and centralisation : Pegu
© New orientations since the reign of Alaungmintaya : Tenasserim and
Manipur
» The reconfiguration of Myanmar expansionism (early
Konbaung)

o Slow decline of Myanmar domination in areas east of Salween River
(Chiang Mai, Sipsong Panna, Upper Mekong): 1770-1804

o Southeast expansion: Tenasserim, Siam and Ayutthaya
o West and North-west expansion: Manipur, Jainthya, Rakhine, Assam,

Bengal
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Why did King Bodawphaya conquer Rakhine?
Motives of the conquest
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Campaign against Rakhine, 1784
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Chronology of key events
Vears  keyewews ]

¥ Nov-Dec 1784 Myanmar troops in Taunggup, move to Launggrak, no co-ordinated
Rakhine resistance, local feats

Myanmar Crown prince in Mrauk U

Mahamuni Statue put on raft

Rakhine rebels flee to Chittagong area

All members of Rakhine court to be deported
_ Problems with British authorities about rebel activities
Conscription: Rakhine men join war against Chiang Mai

1791-93 Succession of four Myanmar governors: administration problems?

Surrender of Nga Po Lum to Myanmar authorities

October 1798 Chin Byan becomes a rebel
_ Massive departures to Chittagong district
Hiram Cox (Chittagong) discusses Rakhine rebels issue with Myanmar side
Population census: overstated results lead to overtaxation
Conscription: Rakhine men join war against Siam
Chin Byan’s three campaigns in Rakhine
Rebels defeated and repression

10 March 1819 Myanmar claim to formerly Rakhine territories in Bengal
s Rakhine rice sent to Muttama for war campaign against Siam
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Administrative Divisions (myo)
Dhanawati/ Rakhine (later Akyab /Sittway district): divided into 44 kywan
Dwarawati (Thandway/Sandoway) + khayaing of Seven Mountain Ranges
Meghawati (Cheduba / Man-aung )
Rammawati (Ramree / Yan-bye

Provincial Myanmar administration

Each myo was under the authority of
a myo-wun (governor) assisted by
one or two sitke (officer in charge of civil and military affairs),
an akhwan-wun (land revenue officer),
an akhauk-wun (tax officer),
one or two na-khan (information officer, often simply called ‘spy’), and
a myo-saye (district secretary in charge of the records).



Myanmar administration depends on local support

Local men pass on orders at the district and village level (ywa-thuguyi,
kywan-up and myo-thugyi) — in charge of tax perception and providing
labor

Toll gates : Rala, Pe, Manbra, Urittaung and Lemro

Sale tax on market goods: sugar, indigo, chalk

Land: taxation of rice fields and gardens on royal land, monastic land, common land
Ferries paid with cowries, silver coins or cotton

Tax on fishing (according to the type of net or water)

Mountain people: house tax, annual quantity of rattan and bamboo, flowers

Prominent Rakhine figures in early Myanmar administration
Nga Than Htwe, myothugyi of Dhanawati
Nga Htun San, former governor of Le-khak-taung, myothugyi of Rammawati
Thet Nham We, son of Nga Htun San, myothugyi of Lemro

belonged to the group of men who had gone in 1782 to Amarapura to obtain military
support to revolt



Myanmar Rule in Rakhine (1785-1825)

© Jacques Leider 2013




How to make the conquest durable and Myanmar rule effective?

Suppressing the monarchy and the supporting infrastructure of Rakhine
kingship

Deportation of King Thamada and the court

Deportation of the sons of three previous Rakhine kings, princesses and eunuchs

Deportation of the ponnas and their support staff

Deportation of leading sayadaws from Mrauk U monasteries

Incorporation of the genealogy of Rakhine kings of « Mahavihika » into the
Konbaungzet chronicle

Leading role of Rakhine ponna: become elite ritual masters at Bodawphaya’s
court

Appointment of Abisha Husseini as head of Myanmar Muslim community
Flow of Myanmar settlers to newly conquered Rakhine (various motives)

Reorganisation of administration
Census enquiries (sittan)
Administrative failures: over-stated population numbers, fiscal oppression, harrassment



Religious integration of Rakhine

9,

© Jacques Leider 2013




Contrasting facets of Bodawphaya’s rule
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New lines of communication

Myanmar — Bengal (royal missions to
Varanasi/Benares)

Trade roads: by land and by sea
Talak road

Taunggup road
Am road (from Minbu, Sinbyugywan)
Flourishing 1810-1835

Strategic interest during first

Anglo-Myanmar war
Trade goods

Precious stones, textile goods, tobacco,
cotton, betel, iron
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Kaladan valley
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Rice plains near Vesali
with the Rakhine Yoma in
the background




1789-1795 British officers take a critical stance towards the inroads of the
Rakhine who use Chittagong as refuge
1795: extradition of Nga Po Lum — peace and harmony restored
1798-99 Massive migration of people from Rakhine to SE Bengal
= Foundation of Cox’ Bazaar
British complacency towards the Rakhine settlers
d partly for humanitarian reasons
O partly for economic reasons: increasing agriculture and land
revenue
On Chin Byan:
= Ambiguous politics: excessive violence, no political agenda
= Allegedly secret hope of British authorities to see Chin Byan succeed
= Rakhine settlers doubtful of Chin Byan’s ventures
= Patriots may rebel, but rebels are not always patriots



Rakhine People’s behaviour under overtaxation

“They resorted to every species of fraud and
deception, deserted their habitations and erected
temporary huts in the most secluded of their forests,
fled trom circle to circle, from one district to another
and at last resorted to gang robbery and murder, the
last alternatives of half civilized minds smarting
under misrule and oppression.”

Boileau Pemberton to Benson from Calcutta 22 June
1831



British opinions on Chin Byan’s campaigns
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British opinions on Chin Byan’s campaigns
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Moishkali, Bangladesh - Rakhine Pagoda in Tek Naf — Poi
Hla Phru, Marma Bohmong
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Rakhine’s population and demographic change
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Conclusion
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“It is interesting to speculate whether the cultural
and at times political links which Arakan had forged
with Bengal through much of her history had created
in her people a more receptive attitude to foreign
influences. The Mons who had come under British
rule at the same time as the Arakanese, did not seem
to have produced as many English-educated people
at quite the same speed.”

IN: Burma and India Some Aspects of Intellectual Life under Colonialism.
Shimla: Indian Institute of Advanced Study, 1990, p. 31



