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Mr. Speaker, Sir,

In this Non-C i : .
Arakan Affairs. onfidence Motion I shall confine myself 1O ’

The Arakan National Unit i '

: United Organisatio
roprocentiog o gt tmjor(ly of the poesls of tmoan, oo
U Nu has categorically stated thvernmen o one AT
: ; 11y St at there :
;gaghg golloy or activities of the Govern%é%% %gogotﬁginge ?
AFPFE : y U Ba Swe. We have also had experience of an |

Government, headed by U Nu before, and Arakan is sick
and tired of these AFPFL Governments. :

I could talk for hours about the sins of commission

@nd omission of the AFPFL Governments in Arakan since the
AFPFL came into powsr in Burma in October 1946, but owing

to the lack of time T shall confine myself to only three
]Jzomtsa firstly, the way Arakan 1s beln§ administered since
he British went away, secondly, the attitude of the
Government, towards the demand of the Arakanese for an Arakan
State and thirdly, the way the General Elections have been
conducted in Arakan.

: But what, I wish to say today will never be understood

in its proper perspective unless T can spend a few minutes
on the historical background of Arakan. First and
foremost let it be understood that Arakan was always &
separate Kingdom, separate from the Talaings or the Burmese.
We have a history, complete with chronological dateseand the
names of our Kings and the number of years they reigned, for

fully 3,000 years.

During the 17th and 18th century Arakan was a great
naval power, dominating the Bay of Bengal, JusSt as Portuguese
Coa dominated the Arablan Sea, On can read about Arakan in
- those days in Mr. Maurice Collis's "The Land of the Great
' Image". At ons time an Arakanese Kin% held sway from

Dacca to Martaban. Arakan was a Naval Power wheraas the
Burmese or Talaing kingdoms were not naval powers.

However, in the latter nalf of the 18th century
Apakan fell on bad days with anarchy having full vent.
Usurpers usurped the throne and after some months or some
years were in turn overthrown by other usurpers. It was
Sbout this time that the Burmese of Upper Burma managed to
throw back the Talaings and thus was founded the Shwebo
Dynasty. gome relatives of the Arakanese kings who had
195t their throne appealed to Bodawpaya, the then Burmese
Cing. to come to their help, but instead the Burmese King

came’and conquered Arakan.

Tens of thousands of Arakanese WerS killed whilst tens
of thousands ran away 0 Bengal for protectlion under the
Fast India Company. Later came the Arakanese revolt un
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became a Division of Burma.

~ When the British were in Burma, the Arakanese had W
little to complain except generally that the surplus
revenues received from Lowsr Burma, including Arakan, WeT
utilised for the development of the deficit areas Tildol
Upper Burma. Because of the qualities of head and heart
of the Arakaness, they mostly held the top jobs in
Government, service in Rangoon, and the Arakanese people
generally managed to prosper 1n spite of the keen
competition from the Indians and the British merchants.

And let me now come to the first of mﬁ charges against
the AFPFL Government, namsly, the way Arakan is being = =
administered Since the AFPFL came into power.,  Arakan in
fact is being run by AFPFL Burmese Ministers from Rangoon
And who is the Commissioner? & non-Arakanese, o are
the three Deputy Commissioners in Arakan? ALl mens _
Apskanese,  Who are the three DSPs in Arakan? All nol
Arakansse. Who are the Judicial Officers, the SDOs,
Deputy Superintendents of Police, the Civil Surgeo
the Education Officers, the Forest Officers? Prac
all are non-Arakanese. In fact, over 90 per 10
Cazetted posts in Araken are filled by non-ira
Please compare it to the time when once 1
: T W the British, the DC, the D

























