Articles by “ASMI” (U Thaung Myine) on “The State of Arakan”

The Guardian Magazine 1954

The author of the four articles in the Guardian Magazine of August, September, October and
November 1954 was U Thaung Myine, a political journalist in U Nu's political party the Anti-
Fascist People's Freedom League (AFPFL) which was also the party of General Aung San.
U Nu was well disposed towards Arakan’'s Muslims as they supported the AFPFL against
Rakhine politicians like U Kyaw Min, one of only eight Burmese accepted into the ranks of
the prestigious Indian Civil Service. The author writes under the pen-name "ASMI".
Subsequent issues of the Guardian Magazine carried further articles by U Thaung Myine.

who was the leading AFPFL specialist on the minorities. on Shan, Kachin and Chin affairs.

The extract below is from the third of ASMI's four articles on Arakan.

The State of Arakan
(3) Years of Suspense:

The Muslims

The Muslim leaders claim that the Muslim population are indigenous "Rowangyas”
descended from Arab settlers who took service under the Arakanese kings but there is little
ethnological or historical evidence to support it. The apparent fact is that a greater number of
Muslims than the Muslim leaders would concede belong to the annual influx of cheap
Chittagonian labour brought in by the Arakanese landowners to help till the soll, harvest the
paddy crop, transport and convey Iin the paddy trade. and permitted by the British
administration to settle down in Arakan. In the course of years with the rapid growth of
Muslim population and consequently with this immense pressure on the land which the
Arakanese cultivators steadily lost to the more industrious Muslims, the complacent
Arakanese attitude towards the Muslims as a source of cheap and compliant manual labour
changed into that of hostility as winning competitors in the economic and racial field. On their
side the Muslim settlers had developed a strong sense of grievance against the Arakanese
whom they call “Maghs”, a historical appellation which the Arakanese had earned in their
turbulent history by their predatory habit of raiding the coast of Bengal and enslaving

Muslims. The Muslims considered that the Arakanese in government service were in concert



out to humiliate them and evict them from their hard-won land. In consequence there
obtained a situation pregnant with communal enmity which only needed an outside event to

touch off an ali open fight.
The Touch Off

The outbreak of World War Il supplied the required event. When the Japanese invasion of
Burma spread to Arakan the scanty British forces stationed there were easily routed and the
British administration folded up. Before the Arakanese leaders could gain control of the
situation the lawless bands, wearing the garb of patriotic revoit, filled the vacuum and prayed
[preyed] on the unarmed populace. Naturally, the worst sufferers were the Muslim cultivators
and traders living in the predominantly Arakanese areas. The Muslim refugees escaping to
Maungdaw Sub-division with harrowing tales of Arakanese cruelty inflamed the local Muslim
population. With firearms procured from the fleeing Indian soldiers the Muslims of
Maungdaw turned savagely on the Arakanese minority in their midst. The Arakanese
population disappeared in days in mass killings or migrations to the Bengal province of India.
When the Japanese army reached Maungdaw on the right bank of the Naaf river, they found

the Muslims in control of Maungdaw Subdivision.

The British forces raliied on the opposite bank of the river and set themselves to woo the
Muslims in Maungdaw area as the first necessary step in gaining a firm base in North

Arakan.
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This is the inside story of Arakan told [by keen and objective observer,

The war

laid Arakan open to many disruptive forces, but the AFPFL was able to organise,

consolidste and hold power at its end. However, this could not be for long.

The

disruptive forces were still too many and communists and separdiionists made capital of

the situation.

The AFPFL broke up, and “independents’ won their electoral victories.

The writer, who has made on-the-spot studies of the situatian in Arakan, gives his

analysis of —

THE STATE OF ARAKAN

HE time [ touched down at Akyab
in 1950 in the wake of the
monsoon the town was in the throes
of a byeelection. An urban seat
in the Constituent Assembly had
been  vacated by the AFPFL
member and the Arakan AFPFL
and U Kyaw Min were conlesting
it, not so much because the seat was
important as it wasa good occasion
to test the popularity of the
AFPFL in Arakan as well as to
measure the gathering strength of
the anti-AFPFL sentiment.

Rise or AFPFL

To the Arakanese by and large
U Kyaw Min symbolised the con-
summation of Arakanese manhood.
He had a topflight education, had
gained entrance into the LC.S. from
which he retired as a Commissio-
ner and he had proved himself a
successful  businessman. He had
no platform or programme for the
electorate but the fact that he was
U Kyaw Mic plus reaction against
the AFPFL, it was felt, would
win the seat for him.

With the prestige acquired
by resistance against the Japanese
during the war and struggle for
.independence after British re-occu-
pation, the all Arakan AFPFL
led by the monk U Pyinnyathiha
with a strong elememt of the
P. V.Os had emetged as the sole
repository of political wisdom and
the only effective political organi-
zation. At the time of the general
clection the Arakan  AFPFL
nominated its members to all the
Seats in Arakan excepl ia the
Muslim fringeof Buthidaung and
Maungdaw townships. The leaders
and the rank andfile of the P.V.Q.
werz absorbed into ths newly
created Ist, Battalion of the Uniop
Military Police, charged with the

responsibility for the internal
security of the Arakan Division.
It seemed therefore as if the
adherents of the AFPFL had
come into power tosiay.

DISINTEGRATION

By the time U Kyaw Min contest-
ed the bye- ekction the once
all-powerful All Arakan A.F.PFL.
had virtyally disintegrated . True the
party leaders were entrenched in the
administration of the districts as
Special Deputy Commissioners; the
lare Myochit U Kyaw U in Akyab,
U Ba Saw (now Minister for Social
Welfare) in Kyaukpyu and U Ba
Hlaing who had already lost his
charge, Sandowway district, to the
insurgents. Butthe armed branch
of the party and a large number of
AFPFL adherents had disowned
them and Joined the multi-coloured
insurrection: Bo San Tha Gyaw,
son-in-law  of the Arakanese
Minister U Aung Zan Wai and a
commander of the U. M. P. had
seized Sandoway district while the
Commandant of the Ist. Battalion
of the U. M. P., Major Maung Gale
and the powerful P.V. O. chief
BoKra Hla Aungwere in occupation
of half the Akyab district in
Myinbya and Myohoung sub-
divisions. In the north in

F Mg

by “ASMIL™

Maungdaw subxdivision &djacent &
the Pakistan border the Muslim
populace were in active Mujahid
rebellion and its ever creeping
menace was like a brooding night
mare t0 the Arakanese in Akyab
district,

TacricaL ERRORS

In this sombre atmosphere of
general lawlessness the All Arakas
AFPFL put up an innocuows
woman candiate, Daw Saw Mra, to
fight U Kyaw Min, and began 2
bellicose and blustering electioneet-
ing campaign, the special Deputy
Commissioner U Kyaw U urging
the electorate to vote for Daw Saw

Mra. It was a curious way of
fighting an election under
unfavourable conditions. It failed

signally to impress the electorate
consisting mainly of traders, brokefs
and millers in the rice business and
the clerks in government offices.

The urgency of the situatios
warranted a visitto Akyab of the
Prime Minister Thakin Nu who i
his talk to the electorate outlined
the dangers that still beset the
Unicn asa whole and expatiated oo
reasons for unity amd teamwork.
He advised the electorate to remain
within the fold of the AFPFL

and fight for the
things they wanted
rather than vote
for a lone muap
of fashy brilliance
like U Kyaw Min.
The electorate,
however, were in
no mood for reason
v and took the Prime
Minister's  advice
amiss as a slight to
their intelligence.

The bye-election
was a great tribute 3
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the sonality of U Kyaw
;A?n and af)cf:rusbiné defeat for the
All Arakan AFPFL whose
caadidate lost the scat and  her
dposit of money.

posirive  RESULTS

yet the holding of the bye-
ekction in Arakan was productive
of positive results.  For onc thing,
apant from the antics of the Special
Deputy Comausdoner, the
Ankanese people in gencral were
impressed with the fair and free
mannet in which the Government
conducted its first pye-clection. The
visgt of the Prime Minister produoc-
«d the resipnations of Myochit
U Kyaw U, U BaSaw and U Ba
Hlaing from the postsof Special
Deputy Commissioner, thus remow-
ing politics from the sphere of day
to day admiaistration. Career civil
servants were immediately posted 1o
e charge of the two districts and
as the immediate threat of the
Communist and the KNDO. in-
surrection to the security of the rest
of the Union receded regular army
troops in sufficient numbers and
amms could be snt t0 Arakan to re-
capturc Sandoway district and other
areas lost to the insumgents. The
Al Arkso AFPFL rent by
pesonal rivalriesand mismanage-
ment, underwem a period of quiet
but drastic change and reconstruc-
top on drastic distnct basis,

Masang  CaettaL

To the Arakanese of Akyab
district deterioration of administra-
ton copsequent on the appointment
of political Deputy CommiSsioners
and the delay in the rehabilitation
of the scononmy of the division and
restoration of  communications
badly shattered by war were sore
goundsfor gricvances. UK yaw Min
and his supportars wer not slow
N seking these grievances and
tepresenting them to the people as
¢alloys neglect of Arakan by the
‘I}IOD Government. Later U Kyaw
Min and his group were to develop
these grievances into the concept of
& scparate state for Arakan. The
Degative idea caught on in towns
and  villages Amkan  and
Subsequently turned out to be a good
P}iilform winning many Seats for
U Kyaw Min’'s group in the
$socral elections to the first
‘parliament of the Union of Burma.

WAR'S  AFTERMATH

During the last war the allied
and the Japanese urmies onthe mun
or on the march left scattered a
lauge  quantity of arms and
ammuaition in many parts of
Arakan, most®f which are difficult
of access. The resistance movement
was  beavily  infltrated  with
Commupist dements while in the
northernmast  part  of  Arakan
dominantly populated by the
Muslims, the British, lo reinforce
their precsrious hold of the urea,
declared Muungdaw subdivison a
Muslim national area and the
Muslims were encouraged to take
up arms agaipst the Japunese
invadets.

After the war the Communists in
Arakan, like the Communists in
metropolitan Burma, refused to
turn intheir fircarms and in sullen
disobedience infiltrated into towns,
infested the jungles and rodmed
about the villages led by the
belligerent extremist, the phongyl
U, Secinda. inciting the populace to

defy locul edministration by non-
payment of revenue. In Maungdaw
subdivision efforts at resctiement
of the original Arakanese villages,
destroved during  the  savage
communal riotsin ths first stages
of the war, and uprooting the new
Chittagonian settlers roused the
resentment of the Muslims who bad
been promised a national area by
the Brtish, The Arakanese
Subdivisional Otficer was murdered
and armed Muslims  clashed
with  government forces on
many occasions.  Many Mushms
had begun to enterain hopes of
detaching Mavngdaw subdivision
from Burma and incorporill!'nl{ itin
the Mudim state of Pakistan wWhich
had emerged aoss the border.
Thus. many months before the

AFPFL caime into power in
Burma, Arakan was slcady in a
virtpal  state  of chacs.  The

administrtation was puralysed. the
Communist campaign of lawless-
ness and non-payment of revenue
halted rehabilitation: roads
remainca untepaired and steamers.,
and even country cralts remained
stationery at a few sife ponts,

(10 be continxed)
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THE STATE OF ARAKAN

’]‘ﬂrf Jdiuicting events 1n Arakan
caused much anxety o
Bogpyoke Aung San  and  other
AFPEL leaders but they could &0
very latle for Arakan at 2 Lme
when they themsabves were wholly
engared 1 the strupgle agunst
British rule, So Arakan was ciaught
between the inadequacy of the
Bntish Admimstratoon on the one
hand and the destructive activities
of her youth and pohtical shoet.
sightadncss of her keaders on the
othesr.

However, on the morrow of the
country-wide strike of government
I T
'« Contingng  his. inside
v ostory of Arakan, “Asmi”

waces the saies of costly

mistghes that had ted 10 the
troubles in Arakan,

§ Bepinning with events from
pre-independence  days  he
shows that jack of spirit of
accommodation on borh sides
leading to misuaderstanding
plus communist interference
with overstrict governmaenial
secarity measures coincident
with the overall redellion in
Burma proper and the
Muslim minority's attitude
brought about this unhealthy
stase of affaire. 4

e p— e

servants when the AFPFL  came
into power there were hopes
restormp normal  condmions W
Amkan  The Ariskinese i the
AFPFL movement and those In the
govemment service could now work
together for the pacification and
rchabiligation of their homeland.
At the economic conference held ot
Surono Villa when the AFPEFL
leades  formulatad plans  forf
recomtruction  of  the  country.
schemes were included to set anght
the lop-sided oconomy of Arakan
by industrinization, U Saw Tun,
brilliant chemical  engincer and
himsel{ an Armkancse conduced
aerirl and terrestial mirveys of the
Stingdin afea in the heart of Akyabd
District  preliminary  to  starting
hydro<lectric and paper factory
propcls.

HostiLiry oF COMMUNISTS.

In the politicul field Bogyoke
Aung Ssn made a special tour of
Arakan to assist the local AFPFL.
in satthng political tssues. His
transparent sinceretly and
unassuming ways endeared Bogyoke
to the Arakancse common mun who
received him with acclamation and
asprrations.

But cven Boggokc Aung San
failed to win over the Communists to
brs cawse of attawnment of indepen-

hy “ASMLE”

demce and peacdul roog it Uon
thereafter.  fn their blind hatrad - £
governnent of whatever aspiralt.n
or compusition, U Seinda and other

Communist  freebootors rected
Bogyoke at Myebon with hosale
demomtrations and  subseptive
speeches.  Thus the Communing. by
their contumeliouy  attdude ond
coptunuicious ¢t - st
abundantly clear 10 Bogyok  that

the problem of Arakan wes nutuallhy

«and es<emtiajly that of upix <1
of disorder rrespe tive of wh
caused it

On the return of Bopyote frvm
Arakan orders fox the arred of
U Sanda and Communist kader.
were msued and Burma Army ynits
sent to Arakan o assist the civil
police in mainlainance of pubhi.
order. The communist kead-ry were
detaned, aputatees ferreted out from
places of habitation and unlgwful
assemblies  were  dispersed  with
force. Ironically it fell to the Lot
of an English Superintendent of
police at  Kyaukpyu distrit to
arret and gml U Seinda.  The
eneryctic and judcious employment
of police action removed the main
wurce of unrest and Once again
semblance of peace appeared in
Arakan. By the time the «Ountry
gained independence the condition:,
In Arakan had ajmost returned ty
notmal except in the fur North
where the Muslims had taken up
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arms and defied  government
authornty.

ALL ARAKANESE

By January, 1944, various depart-
meats of the Union Government in
Arakan wcluding the civil police
were maaned wholly by the
Arakanese except the army units
from metropolitan Burma and the
Commuissionership of Reconstruce
tion of Arakan which was filled by
an eminent jomnnlisl who had
resigned from the subordinate avil
service  in 1946, The AFPFL
leaders and the Arakanese Minister
in the cabinet now felt that the time
had come for the Arakanese to
shoulders full  responsibility in
militatcy matters  as well.  The
Officer cadre and other ranksof the
Union Military Police were quickly
thrown open, evidently without due
care and aftention in the matter of
proper vettung of personnel to the
members of the resistance move-
ment and later entrants to the
P.V.0O.which contained disruptive
elements and Communist sympathis-
ers. The Burma Army units were
withdrawa as the formations of
newly recruited Military  Police
took over the task of defence.

The triangle relations between
theCommissioner of Reconstruction,
the Civil Adminisration and the
Military proved ditlicult and dis-
coredant  due  to  absence  of
coordination tn comnon spheres of
authority and action. The
Commuissioner  of Reconstruction
had no meansof implementing his
schemes. In the event he was
profuse in advice which lacked
specific performance. o the end
he felt himself redundant and
restgned in frustration.

IMPASSE IN ADMINISTRATION

There was complete lack of sym-

thy but abundance of suspicion
in the dealings of the Arakanese
officers of the Civil Administration
with the Arakanese Commanders
of the UMP and vice versu. The
Akyab-educated avil  officers
hithertoused only to dealings with
small units of Indian or Chin
soldiers had no experience with
provincial lads educated in the
hard school of national politics and
now turaed professional  soldiers.
The spiritof accommodation born

of mental adjustment on both sides
SO necessary in Such a situation was
slow and tardy in coming. In the
meantime both  sides worked at
cross  pufposes and impasse in
administrative affairs  was soon
teached. It wasall the more tragic
for Arakan that the Arakanese
fatled to work together for the
common purpose of maintaining
public order and general recons.
vuction, To make malters worse,
in metropoiitan  Burma the
Communist Party had by then risen
in general  rebellion and the
insurrection began 10 impinge on
the affuirs  in Arakan. In
Mayngdaw Subdivision the state of
malaise in administration contribut-
ed to the spread of Mujahid rising.

The Union Government watched
the crumbling situation  in

Arakan  with grave  concern.
At the same time the Govern-
ment were constrained

to act on the advice of the
Arakanese Minister in the cabinet
and probably it was felt that the
problem  should be basically
susceptible of local solution with the
least interference from outside of
Arakan. The all Arakan AFPFL
became insistent that to achieve
harmony in the administration of
Arakan  and to  co-ardinate
measures against mounting forces
of rebellion it was necessary 1o
appaoint politictans at the head of
the administration.

ERA OF SPECIAL ADMINISTRATORS

Therefore the Arakanese Minister
for Mtinorities became Special
Commissioner for Arakan while
Myochit U Kyaw U, U Ba Saw and
U Ba Hlaing hecame Special
Dzputy Commissioners of Akyab,
Kyauk pyu and Sandoway districts
respectively; in Gwa township of
Sandoway district even a Special
Towaship Officer was appointed.
The former heads of the district
administration belonging 10 the
civil service were relegated to the
secondary aad advisory posts of
Additiopal Deputy Commissioners.
Before long demoted Arakanese
officers chose 10 go on retirement or
transfer and the Government had
to send out relatively junior
non-Arakanese civil servanls who
could be counted on to serve under
the new set-up loyally.

The era of the  Special
Administrators was the era of well
meaning and sometimes  short-
sighted efforts subverted by internal
betrayal or carned out Lo excess by
over zealous partisans.

In the early stages the Special
Administrators set themselves to the
task of recruitment of Special Police
Reserve from among their young
followers. The functions and areas
of the new force overlapped to a
certain extent with those of the
regular Civil Police and the UM.P..
this had the regrettable effect of
causing demoralization among the
police personnel and resentment
among the U.M.P.

With the appearance of the new
force. detention of individuals with-
out trial under section S of the Public
Order Preservation Act (commonly
known as POPA) became frequent
and numerous. A great many cases
of arrest and imprisonment were
doubtless necessary and justifiable
in the conditions then prevailing but
1solated cases of arrests of persons
belonging to  the educated or
articulate class of the Arakanesc
savoured of vindictiveness or
revenge. By the security measures
the new administration in Arakan
district acquired for itself a bad
odour.

The special administration also
sought toregulate trade and adjust
movement of goods by exccutive
orders and these ordefs in many
nstances hadthe effect of hamper-
ing trade or restricting the flow of
goods. In the resuft the powerful
class of rural and urban traders,
brokers and rice millers in Akyab
was alienated from the adminis-
traition.

MISTAKES IN STRATEGY

Much later in 1949 when the
abortive strike of the ministerial
servants and policemen in protest
against the emergency cut of
Salaries occured, the ferocily with
which the Special Deputy Commis.
sioner of Akyab suppressed the
strike and sacked the persone}
involved earned him and the
ocgantzation he represented the
hatred of the government servant
class as a whole,
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Immersed as they werc in the
affairs of day-to-day ad minkstration.
the specirl administrators fa}lod in
the politically essential task ’.of
effectlive orginization of working
cliss movement in urban arcas and
peasant muvementin rural regions.
The special admintstrators and thc'
AFPFL in Arakan thereby pradually
lost the means of rotalmng thaf
popularity because the ‘OWI'{WOTRCTS
and peasants fell under the influence
of communalist-mindad chss of
merchants, paddy brokers and
landowners. Lhiscardinal mistake
in political strategty cost the AFPFL
the loss of decisive votes in almost
the whole of Akyab district and
partly in Kyaukpyu and Sondoway.

Soon after the special adminis-
trators  took  ollxe they were
confronted with an unusual and
delicate situation. Their comrades
in the UM P, had hecome restiess.
irked by the rigour of discipline in

twhile comrade-in-arms the The Free
;ré'OG and the Communists who Land Of

promised autonomy and Commun-
ist paradise in Arakan They
were dazzled by the easc with
which the mutinous [st Battalion of
the Burma Rifles took over the
district town of Thayetmyo, which
was the training ground of the
Arakan UMP, and bagged the
entre govemment treasury.

The UMP and PVO lcadgjsl
appcoached  thar  new i
cglplrcagucsto sell them the idea of
taking over Arakan Division and
setting up a govemment of their
own. The new adminstrators,
loyal to the Union, were aghast at
the enormity of the trcasonable
proposal but they were powerlessto
opposc it outright. The special
administrators  resorted  to  the
strategem of bolding intcrminable
conferences  with the  would be
rebels where the detatls of the
projected government were thrashed

i ‘hile fashioning an armed
military life. The UMD ??rtcc":ff \:hcli:own.
commanders fell prey to  their  fo
e o e r o RS IS .‘
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By Jobn Locb

Nrw YoOrx.

N American janitor was arguing

in o satoon with another man
here.

The janitor was praising the
Brooklyn Dodgers baschall team,
the other man hked the New Yuorb
Yankees team better.

Then the fanitor stopped  arsuin:
long cnough o tell a polih
immigrant

"Ya see, that's what America s
like: a frec country ! He's for the

Yankees. I'm for the Dodgers  we
both pot the right to disagree  we
got free specch here!™

sorry, the janitor was d ad
serious,

The janitor might have add.
that Amecricans, having no bi-
labour or socialist party, alwo hi. -
the “right” to elect memier: of
cither the capitalist D-mocrati
Party or the capitalist Republi an
Party —and it makes little ditleren. -
whichever recactionary party wins
the clectoral “baligame.”

And while Americans have th-
right to “disagree™ on the meritt of
rival baseball teams, any
disagreement with the American
capitalist povernment gets a pereon
branded as a vicious socialist «r
Communist, in these days of the
witch hunt.

When Left-wingers are not <ent
to prison on trumped-up charpee.
they lase their jobs.  Employors
are following the legd of “th.
American government in refucing
to hire Left-wingers.

The

American government’s
witch  hunt is one reasoa awest
American democritic  socialigty

oppase the American government
camp as well as Stalinism—nand
support  the THIRD CAMP
word labour,

Incidentally, socialists here think
THIRD CAMP u better term than
“third force’'—because the latter
term is often used to describe a
Centre coalition against “extreme.,"
on a purely national scale. But
THIRD CAMP means all worker.
and colonial peoples throughout
the world who oppose the Kremlin
and Wall Street war camps.

—(0)—~
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THE STATE OF ARAKAN

THnsr; were ths days of suspense

and confusion, with the fate of
Arakan hanging in the balance.
The U.M.P. leaders moved the
military stores to Myohoung, the
old capital of Arakanese Kings,
and concentrated their msn 1n
Sanjoway district.  The Special
Administtators  strove desperately
to retrieve whatever firzarms they
could lay their handson and rally
the elements of th: U.M P and
the P.V.O. that still remain:d
loyal At last the U.M.P. and
P V. O. leaders grew suspicious
and weary of nsgotiations and
raolved on direct action. They
seized Myohoung and Sandoway,
came oul in open rebellion and
called upan tie administrators to
do like wise.

Th= Special Administrators
answered Lw challenge by
withdrawing the loyal partisans
from vulnerable places and turning
the Akyab and Kyaukpyu islands
into bastions of defence. The
Kyaukpyu defences fell into rebel
hands for a tims but prompt police
and naval action repaired the
situation there. A full scale
fratricidal fight was on with the
Arakanese Joyal] to the Union
stunding with their backs against
the wall, risking their lives
warding off the rebzls who sought
to owrwhelm them.  Arakan
Division was truncated but it is to
the great credit of the Special
Administrators alone like U Ba Saw
and Myochit U Kyaw U that they
saved Arakan from the measureless
disaster of total separation from tlie
test of the Union of Burma.

DANGER SHY

It is sigoiticant and symplomatic.

that U Kyaw Min and his group
took no part whatsoever in  the
momentous struggle, prefetring to
live outthe crucial days in safcty
behind doors in Akyab or in
relative security of Rangoon. Only
when peace of a sort was restored
were they to come oul 0 public
gaxe with prescriptions for a
scpatule stale for Arskan as

(3) YEARS OF SUSPENSE
panacea for all the ills the
Arakansse had recently gone

through, conveniently ignoring or
forgstting the fact that the identical
tlls were brought about by those
who tried to foist a separate
government on Afakan,

A DiFFERENT DraviA

While the Spacial Administrators
and the Arakanese loyal to the
Union were holding out in Akyab
and Kyaukpyu, a different drama
was being played ou’ in Maungdaw
Subdivision in the North where the
Sth Burma Rifles with local civilian
support broke the backbone of the
first Mujahid rebellion and swept
the szattered rebels to the hills and
jungles. As the Mujahid trouble
s independent of affiliation or
connz=ction with insurrection in the
rest of Arakan, it will be convenient
to set down here the events that
took place in Maungdaw
Subdivison.

Maungdaw Subdivision comprises
two townships ; Maungdaw
township with 526 square miks in
area and (24 village tracts and
Buthidaung township with 790
squarz mitesand 84 village ftracts.
The disturbing feature which caused
communal difficulties and economic
disequilibrivm in this slice of
Arakan is the predominance of
Muslim population of  foreign
descent.  In the 1931 census the
British listed 51,252 avowed Indian
Muslims and 38,816 Arakanese in
Buthidaung township and 79.272
indian  Muslims and 27,361
Arakanese in Maungdaw township.
By the end of World war II the
Arakanese population in the area
had well nigh disappeared while
the Muslim population had trebled,
and all claimjng to be Burma
nationais.

The MusLiMs

The Muslim leaders claim that
the Muslim  population  are
indigenous “Rowangyas™ descended
from Arab settlers whbo took service
under the Arakanese kings but there

by
“ASMI'"

is little ethnological or historical
evidence to supportit. The apparent
fact is that a greater number of
Muslims than the Muslim leaders
would concede belong to the annual
influx of cheap Chittugonian lubour
brought in by the  Arakanese
lundowners and ‘traders to help till
the soil, harvest the paddy crop,
transport and convey in the paddy
trade, and p:rmitted by the British
administration to settle down in
Arakan. In the course of Yyears
with the rapid growth of Muslim
population and consequently with
its immeanse pressure on the land
which the Arakanese cultivators
steadily lost tothe moge industrious
Muslims, the complacent Arakanese
attitude towards the Muslims as a
source of cheap and compliant
manual labourchanged into that of
hostility as winning competitors in
the economic and cracial field. On
their side the Muslim settlers had
developed a  stroag sense of
grievince  against the Arakanese
whom they call “Maghs”, a histor-
ical  appellation  which the
Arakanese had earned in their
turbulent history by their predatory
habit of raiding the coast of Bengal
and eoslaving the Muslims. he
Muslim  coasidered  that the
Arakansse in government service
andin private walks of life were in
coacert out to hamiliale them und
evict them  from their hard-won
land. In consequence there obtain.
ed a situalion preznuant with com.
munal enmity which only needed
an outside event to touchoff an all.
out open fight,

THe ToucH OFF

The outbreak of World War
Il supplied the requirett event.
When the Japanese invasion of
Burma spread to Arakan the sCanty
British forces stationed there were
¢asily routed and the British
administration folded up. Before
the Arakanese leaders could gamn
control of the situation the lawless
bands, wearing the garb of patriotic
revolt, filled the vacuum and praved
on the unarmed  populace
Naturally, the worst sufferers wern
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the Muslim cultivators and traders
living in the  predominantly
Arakanese areas, The Muslim
refugees escaping 1o Maungdaw Sub-
division with harrowing tales of
Arakanese cruelty inflamed the
local Muslin population.  With
fircarms procured from the fleeing
Indian soldiers the Muslims of

Maungdaw turned savagely on
the Arakanese minority  in
their midst. The Arakanese

population disappeared in a matter
of days in mass killings or
migrations to the Bengal province
of India. When the Jupanese army
reached Maungdaw on the rigin
bank of the Naaf river they found
the Muslims in armzd control of
Maungdaw Subdivision.

The British forces rallied on the
opposite bank of the river and st
themszlves (0 woo the
Mouslims in Maungdaw area
as the first necessarry step
in gaining a firm basein
North Arakan.

he

-

LuRrRE OF Britisd GoLD

proclamations
signature  of
Li-Col D.C.P. Phelips
appeared  declaring  the
Maungdaw Sub-diviston a
Muslim natonal area.
Muslim officers and emissaries were
sent to work among the Muslims

Military
over the

temporarily brought under  the
Japanese occupation.  The most
active among them was

one Mr. Shih of the Indian Civil
Szrvice who envisiged incorporating
Maiungdaw Subdivision in  the
Muslim province of Bengal and he
laboured with a zealot's spirit to
that end.

Lured by British gold and British
promisss the Miungdaw Mouslims
espouszd  the  British  causs,
conlrisuting their hugs reserves of
manpower in the formation of
'V Foree” and labour corps and
in ancillary war adtivitics. By the
time the war came toan end the
Muslims wsere in  possession of
knowledge of military combat and
of dumps of firearms scattered in
many jungle battle fields which the
British were unwilling or unable to
remove. Young Muslim peasants
and coolies reluctant to return to
ingloroius peacetime labour banded
themselves together and practised

banditry, specialising in piracy off
the Arakan coast. Among them
was Abdul Kasim of Thinbawgwe
village on the s=a coast, who later
served his time in Akyab jail for
piracy and on his release joined
the Mutahids, to emerge eventually
a formidable leader.

UNEASY INTERIM...

On the withdrawal of military
administration and the setling up
of civil government, (lemporary
wartime  Muslim  officers  were
removed and the Arakanese officers
reinstated in  thew places.  The
Arakanese Administrative officers
undentundably  concerned them-
selves first with rehabilitating the
Arakanese villages forced (0 be
abandoned during the wur. The
displaced Arakunese population

T AT
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ment grew on the score of land
question, the mouwulvis began
preaching jehad or holy war against
the infidel Arakanese by forming
bands of Mujahids (crusaders). The
minstrels improvised songs of
Arakancse oppression and the glory
of revolt. Such a songster was
Zaffar who moved from village 10
village inciting the Muslim youth
with his crudely composed songs of
fiery words 10 rise in rebellion
against the goveenment  personitied
by Arakanese officers. Before the
year 19498 was out a large crowd of
young Mushims under Shukoor
took up arms aad collected together
with their wandering bard at a
place below Taung Bizuur on the
Kalapanzin river. When the civil
authorities sent a patrol boat with
armed polke personnel up the river
the Muslims resisted the passage of
the boat. There was a heavy
exchange of fire, the police
suffered casualties and the

- patrol boat had to turn
. bazk. The Mujshid rising
= w;.lS on.

Stit BuRrmMa RIFLES

The rising spread to four

=4 corners  of  Muungdaw
: ‘%-' SEPEN — ~ ® Sabdivision. The respon-
W e LT stsle and more moderate

. Tt e —

were brought in and the Muslims
who had occupted the Arakuness-
owned land made to go away. With
the recent British promise of a
natonal ared still fresh in therr
minds, the Muslims were incensed
at their eviction from the Arakanese
owned land and obstructed the
work of lthe civil authorities in
every way. The returning
Arakanese villagers wete harrassed
bevond endurance by economic
boycott on the partof the Muslims
Such as denial of drinking water
and food supplies, and by criminal
intmidation. Above all, the
Musiims bzgan to move about
openly with illicit firearms and at
times came into conflict with the
civil police.

ProrHETS OF “HoLy War"

Thz communal and village life of
the Maungdaw Muslims centers
around discoursss of their moulvis
or religious preachers and singing
of the wandering minstrels, As the
resentment against thecivil govern-

Muslim leaders fatled in
their efforts © restrain  their restive
followers.  The Muslims overran
far-flung UMP and police outposis
and surged forward to the town-
ship headquartess of Maupgdaw and
Buthtidaung, driving before them
the  newly gsetded Arakanese
villagers fleeing to the towns in
terror. The small garrisons of thz
Sth. Burma Rifles in Maungdaw
and Buthidaung met the mass 've
Mujahid onslaught, hzld their
ground, acd when reinfor.cments
and naval assistanve reached them,
threw back the attacking Mujahids
in a series of fizrce gun-battles.
The Sth. Burifs wrote for
themselves a brilliant  page of
military history when they rcaised
the seige of the towns lasting over
twomonths and in one big sweep
rolled back the defeated Mujahids
right up to the Pakistan frontier,

It s unfortunate for Arakan that
before the Sth. Burifs were done
with mopping up the rempant
Mujahids, they were  hastily
recalled from Maupgdaw area o
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from the sea...

Insein, to fight the KNDOs then
knocking at the gates of Rangoon.

New Lrase ofF LIfE

The hastily recruited Arakanese
Territorial Force who took ths
place of the Sth.  Burifs were not
equal to the task of pulting down
the Mujahids or pacifying the
Muslim population. In fuct th:
Arakanese units by their [r0Ss;
misbehaviour in their dealings wit)
the Muslim populace gave a fresh
lease of life to the moribund
Mujahid movement and delivered
a powerful propagandaweapon into
the hands of those Muslims oulside
the country who were bent on
removal of the authority of  the
Union Government from Maungdaw
area. The Arakanese Force were
accused of murders, rapes and
banditiy in Maungdaw area and
those Muslim leaders who bad kept
themselves away from the Mujahids
now came forward with a demand
for the Tormation of a separate
administrative district of Maungdaw
directly supervised by the Union
government,

ORGANISED  CRIME

Afforded respite by the departure
of the 5ih. Burifs the Mujahid
(Lgrouped themselves in the exirenic

P et ATl

AL AN
ey’ .
vk
North and South of Maungdaw
Subdivision.  While the newly

arrived Arakanesse force remained
tnzffectual by their inexperience
and their hostile attitude towards
the Mustinm population as a whole,
the Mujahids had achieved cohesion
by the eliminatonof the cducated
clemznts from their feadershitp and
the emergence of ruthless and
criminal types of leade:s. L-d by

the convicted pirate Abul Kasun
R v s
y 1
L
s

e 19
and his relatives the Mujahids
embarked uwpon a  career of
wholesale  mwurder, rapine  and
extorion directed agamnst  the

Arakanese and Muslims  atfike.
The educated cranks and religious
fanatics were ¢oynically yelegated to
the role of expluining away Kasim’s
excesses and  writing propaganda
tracts on the justification of the
Mujahtd rising as 3 bulwark against
Communism The  Arakanese
upits rewaliatad by indiscriminate
and savage reprisalswith the result
that the situation in this corner of
Arakan first became untenable,

TismeLy Vistr

The situation wis saved by the
timely visit of Prime Minister U Nu
to Maungdaw in 1949, Bringing
with himi the Pakistani Ambassador,
the Prime Minister made an on-the-
spol study of the difficult situation.
There fellowed a complete shake up
of the administrative and security
arrangements in the Subdivisien ;
non-partisan civil officers und kested
units of the Burma Army were sent
into the arex to build up anew a
cordon sunitasre.

The 3rd. Burma Regiment in
195t and the 5Sth.  and 22nd,
Burma Repiments in late 1952

launched major offensive against
the Mujahids  who  lost their
stronghold first in the
South and fater in the
W »

T .
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aa:d across the laad, the government forcds closed in...
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North. The success of these mili-
tary operations can be gauged
from the fact that today the
Mujahid leader Abul Kasim lap-
guishes in an East Pakistan jail,
awailing possible extradition to
Burma while the lesser Mujahids
have been dispersed and broken up
into smal! gangs of dacoits preying
on  oullying  villages. Much
remains to be done 1O eradicate
Mujahid growth rootand braach
bat the civil officers of the area by
pitient and impartial work have
wonover the greater number of the
Muslims to the cause of the Union,

Faviatr-UL-ULEsma

The Muslims of Maungdaw Sub-
division have their own organiza-
tion to look after their political and
religiousaffairs. The political side
of the Jamiatul-Ulema (literally
assembly of wisemen)is dominated
by a handful of educated and
monied Muslims while the religious
department is in  the hands of
moulvis and mullahs who are often
fanatical or bigoted.

The Jamiat has not formulated a
clear-cut policy but it can fairly be
said that it stands for Mushim re-
presentation in Parliament. Increas-
ed share of the Muslins in the
ad ministration. Government Iecog-
nition of the Muslim resjdents ag
citizens and religious freedom.
Above all, the Jam‘atis avowedly
opposed to Arakanese officialdom

local  administration  and
Arakanwc influence in Jocal
politics.

When British rule ceased in
the area, many Jamnat leaders,
autracted by the emergence of an
Islamic state across the frontier and
repelled by the Arakanese character
of the administration in Maungdaw
Subdiviston, gave sympathy,if not
duection, to the Mujahid move-
ment tn its early stage. However,
when the Mujahids openly took up
arms against the Gowrnment, many
Muslim leaders chose to stand back
and professed to help the govern-
ment in efforts of pacification.

SOLID AGAINST SEPARATE STATE

The Maungdaw Muslims through
the Jamiat-ul-Ulema, had sent two

e

represenmtatives to the Constituent
Assembly and have four members
in the present Parliament of the

Union. The four Muslim M. Ps
form a group of their own
independent  of the  Arakan

A.F.PF. L bul support the Union
Government in all matters. The
gowrnmeznl 1n  return have
recognised the group as auxihiary o
the AF.P.FL., and appointed its
leader as a Parliamentary Secretary
inthe Government.

Latterly, the All Burma Peasant
Organization (commoniy known as
Ba-Ta-l.a-Sa from its Burmese
abbreviation )  affiliated to the
AF.PFL. has gained a good
number of Muslim adherents in the
Subdivision by its kegal rights and

powers to form- village land
committees and toeffect equitable
distribution of .tenancies to the
land.

Both th: Jamiat-ul-Ulema and
the All Burma Peasaat Organization
in their annual conventions have
repeatedly passed resolutions
opposing U Kyaw Min's Arakanese
Group demand for a separate state
in Arakan.

if today a plebiscite be held in
Arakan on the guestion of separate
state for Arakan, there can be no
doubt that the prople in Maungdaw
Subdivition numbering a quarter
million would vote solidly against
it.

REFRESHING

~SPARKLING .
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Concluding the series, ‘‘Asmi’’ shows that the Arakancse are basically
Burmese, and that more {raternisation would bring better understanding.

THE STATE OF ARAKAN .

oON after the last General
Election where they won nearly
fifty percent of the parliamentary
seats in Arakan, U Kyaw Min and
his followers made prodigiousefforis
to organise an all-Arakanese
parhamentary party. They wooed
the AFPFL. M. Ps with the
promise of frontline leadership in
the party and predominant share in
local and Union politics.  They
made overtures to the Mushim
M. Ps, offering to forget the pust
and promising them a Stak
Ministership in the Arakan state yel
to be constituted.

The A.F.PFL M.Ps turned
down U Kyaw Min’s dubious offer
with disdain. The Muslim M. Ps
did the same with Jdeep suspicion.

U Kyaw Min and his group
reacted to this rebuff quickly and
charactenstically.  They called 2
conventionin their stronghold—the
Akyab  town-—annouaced the
formation of the Independent
Arakanese Parltamentary Group
and set their policy of attuining the
State of Arakan,

So they attended the first session
of the Parliament where they sat in
the opposition benches and allied
themselves withthe M. Ps of the
Burma Workers and Peasants Party
who are ever willing to fish in
troubled waters. Having had little
opportunity or opening in the
Parliament to seize polilical power
in Arakan and possibly aseat inthe
Union cabinet, the group organised
a meeting at the Rangoon (ity Hall
and told the Burmese public that
the Muslim Mujabid rebellion was
a greater menace to the Union than
the K. M. T incursion. Then they
went home to play golf or follow
their profitable business pursuits.

AT PyipawTHA CONFERENCE

‘ln August 1952 the Union
Goverament convened the all-Union
Pyidawtha conference and invited
also the members of the LA.P.G

to attend. At the preliminery
divisional meeting of the conference
the members of the LAP.G.
quarrelled with the members of
the Akyab A F.P.FL over the
allocation of seats to the various
select committees of the conference
and retired from the meeting in 2
body in high dJudgeon. They
stayed away from the first few
sesstons of the conference with the
explanation that their presence at
the conference was made
impossible by the personal attitude
of Arakanese Minister U Ba Saw.
Later, their pride salved by a
heart-tc-heart tulk with the Prime
Minister U Nu, U Kyaw Min and
his followers returned 10 the
premises of the Rungoon Turf Club
where the conference was held and
participat:d in Speeches supporting
the Pytduwtbha resolutions sponsored
by the Government and which set a
number of priorities for Arakan,
notably in the field of educution,
health, industries and transporl.

The Independent  Arakanese
Group had further meetings with
the A.F.P.F.L leaders in the
Government, with the result that
the members of the LLA.P.G
restdent in their Constitu ncies were
nominated to the various Pyidawtha
comniitiees,

CoLp RECEPTION

The Pyidawtha Committees in
Arakan, especially in  Akyab
District started work slowly and
badly. Personal prejudices even in
the A.FP.FL and parochial
outlook were given free play, a
wording in a harmless proposal or
a smallest issue oftentimes being
made a subject of long and bitter
debates. Above all, the shortage
of building materials, even such
basic material as teak or
pyiokadoe wood which is p oduced
only in Sapndoway district, wgether
with Jificultcommunications made
for delay in coastruCtion
programmes.

made loud complaints tn Rangoon
that they were dented of playing
their legitimite and useful part in

the work of the Pyidawtha
committees,
Therefore a ministerial team

headed by the Prime Minister U Nu
took passage on the first Arakan-
run of the state-cowned coustal
steamer S. S, Pyidawtha, the first

fruit off the Pyidawtha plan to
speed up the restoration of
transport  services in Arakan.

Appurently, the Prime Minister and
his colleagues intended to inspect,
assess and advice on the Pyidawtha
programmes in Arakan, and also to
seek ways and means of fuller
participation of members of the
LAP.G. in Pyidawtha efforts.

On the eve of the visit of the
ministerial team, U Kyaw Min
made a violent and personal attack
against a2 member of the feam

inister U Ba Saw, in newspaper
which rendered it impossible for
U Kyaw Min to accompany the
ministerial team as arranged.

The minusters sailed for Akyab,
stopping over uat  Sandoway and
Kyaukpyu where  the  people
received them with warmth and
enthusiasm. Thetr arrival at Akyab
was different; posters demanding
Arakanstate appeared on the walls
and a demonsuation of Akyab
youths was atte mpted.

Thus deprived of the LA.P.G.
assistance and co-operation, the
Ministerial party perforce conferred
with the officials and adbereats
of the AFPFL. in Arakan
regarding the implementation of
the Pyidawtha schemes.

TowarRDS PYIDAWTHA

In the result the final and costly
survey of the Saingdin area for a
hydraulic project was spceded up
and plans for quick construction
of a pulp factory at Ponnagyun
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took shape. As a timely touch of
balancein the uniform development
of Arakan, the location of higher
educational and medical institutions
such as Teachers' Training College,
the Intermediate {(ollege and the
Regional Hospital was changed
from Akyab to centrally-located

Kyaukpyu.

All over rural towas and villages
of Arakan the cry “Pyidawtha”
went up from many a mouth of the
people, if not frap the heart, as the
AFPFL. and the government
officials assisted them in their tasks
of buildinga new school, Tepairing
an old road or digging a much-need
well for water suppty.

A Brrrer DEMAND

Meanwhile the Independent
Arakanese Parliamzntary Group
steadily drifted away from fruitful
co-operation  with  the Union
Government in  rehabilitating
Arakan. The group became bitter
and  destructive  with  harsh
de_nunciauons of the inevitable
failures and shortcomings of the
goveramznl and the govemment
personnel in particular instances.
Their demand {or a sepirate state
became proportionately strident on
every excuse and occasion. It ig
yet to be seen whether the LAP.G.
with their nesgative sentiments and
gonlll:ung interssts  can  breathe
into the minds of the Arakanese a
positive gencral will for a separate
state of Arakan and carry them to
the polls at the nextelection,

The term “Arakanese” obtains
differeat connotations depending on
whether 1 is used bocally in Arukan
or in the rest of Burma. In Arakan
the term “Arakanese” is applied
strictly to those persons descended
from the original settbers of Akyab
area. The restof the population of
the present day Arakan Division are
either Yanbyes or Chaungthas. In
this context sherefore the Census
of 1931 enumerated 188, 308 pure
Arakanese, 326, 639 Yanbye and

4.120 Chaungtha in Arakan
Division.

BAsICALLY BURMESE
Long before the reign of

Anawratha (1044-1077 A.D) from
their Kyaukse base the Burmese
sprad out inseveral directions. On
such Burmese wave reached ibe
Pondaung Range and the Chin

Hills, agnd ultimately Akyab area.
The Arakanese, therefore, are
basically Burmese in race as well
as in religion. Their language is
an early form of Burmese or a
varant of Burmese. The Arakanese
developed a calendar of their own
and struck their own coinage
fromabout 1660.

That the Arakanese managed: to
maintain a kingjom of their own
until almost the end of the
eighteenth century was mainly due
to the geographical position of
Arakan. Arakan was cut off from
the rest of Burma by Arakan
Yoma, through which there were
only two practicable passes, the An
connecting with Upper Burma and
the Taungup connecting with
Prome. Luter, after the British
annexation of Burma also Arakan
was denied of rail and road links
with metropotitan Burma owing to
the strong opposition of the British
vested interest in coastal shipping.

REMOVAL OF THE GreAT IMaGE

The kings of Pa ¢

[ 3 gan extended
their authority over Arakan until
1287.  Thereafter the overlordship
of the Burmese kings in Arakan
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was intermittent and in 1430 the
Arakanese King  Narameikhla
founded Mrohoung and grew in
power. In the sixteenth century
Arakqn became a seapower of
some importance. The Arakanese
kingdom reached the zenith of
power in Burma when in the reign
of Minyazagri (1593-1612) the
Arakanese participated in the sack
of Peru and obtained a vast loot
together  with  the Pegu king
Nandabayin's daughter and the
white elephant.

After the reign of Sandhathu-
damma (1652-84) anarchy prevailed
in Arakan, relieved only by orderly
lbul brief  rule of Sandawizaya
U700-31). After 1731 the
Arakanese chieftains often appeared
})eIOre t}_xe kings of Ava inviting
intervention in distracted Arakan.
However, only Bodawpayain 1784
lent himself  to the Arakanese
persuagion and e€¢flected the
conquest of Arakan in that year.
Bodawpuya also removed the Greut
Image Mahamuni from Arakan
and enshrined it at  the Arakan
Pagoda at Mandalay.

THE ANGLO —BURMBSE WaR

Bodawpaya’s  annexation of
Arakan brought no peice 1o
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Arakan but caused friction with the
British in Beongal who perhaps
had their own designs on
Arakan. The British suffered
the Arakanese to collect themselves
in their terrtory, and to commit
depredations across the frontier in
Arakan. The most notorious of
the Arakanese marauders was Chin
Byan who collected a force in
British territory, crossed the frontier
in 1811 and captured Mrohoung by
sufprise. Chin Byan then offered
to bring Arakan under the British
rule in return for recognition and
help. Chin Byan's offer embarassed
the British who rejected it outright.
But when Chin Byan was defeated
the British failed in their promise
to stop Chin Byan's return to their
territory.

The troubles in Arakan directly
fled t the outbreak of Anglo-
Burmese war in 1824 which cost
Burma the loss of Tenasserim and
Arakan.

In Arakan the British imposed
their colonial rule and it was
transferred to the Government of
Bengal. In 1828 the Superintendent
of Arakan was placed under the
control of the Commissioner of
Chittagong and the network of the
existing administrative system of
Bengal was extended over Arakun

For several years after the
British annexation conditions in
Arakan remained unsettled. The
chieftains, who had helped the
British against the indigenous rule,
proved equally hostile to the
British, Arakan continued to be
raocked by a series of petty risings
which culminated in a widespread
serious revolt in 1836. The British
suppressed this rebeliion promptly
and energetically, and there was no
further serious disturbance.

GRANTEES

From the earliest days of their
rule the British fostered expansion
of cultivation for export by giving
away large tracts of land. kaow as
“Grants”, to persons of standing,
known as “Grantees”, and by
encouraging Indian immigration.
Inthis way the forefathers of the
I.LA.P.G. leaders came into

isession of huge estates in

w, Buthidaung, Kyauktaw
and Mrohoung areas which, in
pursuiance of the land policy of the

Union Government, are to be
broken up by distribution to the
peasants.

The flood of immigration from
Bengal drove the indigenous
population into the more distant
towns and villages, where they lived
their customery life. Most of the
people were peasants cultivating
small holdings, and the diStinctive
feature of the agricultural economy
of Arakan was that.asin no other
part of Burma, the growth of
population led to fragmentation of
holdings.

SERIOUS AGRARIAN PROBLEM

At the end of the British rule,
the Government of Independent
Burma inherited a senious agrarian
problem in  Arakian and a tremen-
dous task of equitable redistribution
of land which was made all the
mote dithicult by the attitude of the
landowners and extreme leftists
alike Today the members of the
A.F.P.FL and the A.B.P.(. on the
various land committees are
tackling the land problem under
the provisions of the Terpancy
Disposal Act, from the village to
the divisional lewel, with commen-
dable eneray ind enthusiasm.

The landed and mercantile gentry
of the Arakanese community resi-
dent in Akyab town but with wide
ramifications in other localities of
Arakan Division still exercise
political and commercial influence
out of proportion to their number.
They have long hekd the field in
commerce, the legal profession and
the administrative services of
Arakan. The Arakanese, Yanbyes,
Chaungthas, Kyunthas, all alike
bave long looked to them for
leadership and guidance. During
the stirring days of resistance and
independence  movements  the
common people learned to choose
their own leaders and fashion their
own organizations. But when the
AFPFI. got lost in internal
dissensions and broke up, the
Akyab gentry seized their oppoftu-
nityand filled the vacuum. The
AFPFL. in Arakan yet needs
stronger discipline and greater
cohesion among its ranks and
harder and more sincere work
among the people ifit ts to elimi-
nate the separatist influence of the
Akyab group. The heartening
picture is that the AFP.FL. in

Arakan probably hasa hold on fift
percent of the people in Akyag
District outside Akyab townand
certainly on seventy percent of the
populace in  Kyaukpyt  and
Sandoway districts.

NEED FOR MORE FRATERNISATION

In the abundance of insularity
and iocal patriotism, the Arakanese
of Akyab area slightingly regard
the people of metropolitan Burma
as ‘aukthas™ (sons of nether
regions ). In point of fact, for over
4 century the Arakanese had slight
and few oontacts with members of
the other branches of the Burmese
race across the Arakan Yoma.
During the British rule before the
war, the few Burmans who came to
Arakan for compulsory stay were,
with few exceptions, ofhicials mostly
in thotr late cureer and sent there
for punishment. These Burmese
officials lived out their days of
disgrace intsolation and contrived
to get out of Arakan at the first
opportunity.

Only the people of Kyaukpyu
and Sandoway districts all along
had friendly and fraternal relations
with the people on the other side of
Arikan Yoma as they came and
went through the An and Taungup
passes in search of trade. On the
other hand the Arakanese tn govern-
ment service, except those in the
1. C. S, invariably speat the whole

span  of their official career in
Arakan.  The need now is for
sending out young  Arakanese

offi:zials from Arakan to suitable
stations in metropolitan Burma and
sending in young and sympathetic
Burman officials to Arakan.

Such had been and, to some
extent, still is the state of Arakan.
Insum, if Arakan is to march
abreast with the rest of the Union,
the basic nced is for the Union,
Government to put down the petty
but widespread rising promptly and
effectively, for the AF.PFL. to
end internal dissension and build
up a homogenous political orgaai-
zation on 3 strong base of cohesion
and discipline; linking Arakan both
by rail and road with the rest of
Burnui, besides improving transport
services within Arakan; equitable
and systematic distribution of land;:
reshuffle of service personnel and
their re-orientation.



