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REFUGZES PRy DURMA

1. 4@ were very interecst-d, and encoursged, to
rend Ilex Barrar's report i« viait tn the Arakaen
refugoee reception , ~ich he forwarded with his
letter of 23 "ebraary to orian Smith,

2. As you , ¥ vicited Uangoon in eerly March,
and wacs ~hle to have very usreful discussion nbout

te refngees with Charles Looth and Rex Farrar. My
main impres-ion was confirmed of the good sense of

the burmese and an Governments in settling

t'is nroblem by ciuiat 2inl. maocy. It is unuraal to
have a sitigtion ore lar;e sroup of refugees

have nct ally returned to eir country of origin

(the last I ecan ree 11 wre the return of the 10

million refucees from Irdin to Vengladesh in 1971/72).
To date about 115,000 refarees have gone hack to Burma.

3. fhe abcence of younz men among the refu:ees is
somathing we have noticed from the "eyinning, We do
not think that the view exnressed by Burmese officials
to Farrar, nasely, tat the ahble hodied were staying
an in Jangladesh, can %He true, since not many young
men came in the firut place. "n the coar’'y days
thers were wild rumours that some must have been
killed by the Burmesxe, and others taken to the hills
to join the "freedom fighters", Nr arain it was
suggested that many had heen conscripted inte labour
compRr, lowever, these rumnrurs were never confirmed
and the truth is probably less dramatic. “hen I was
in Urittazong recently I hat a long talk with the
Yeputy Commissioner of the Chittagone Uistrict,
Ziauddin Mo*ammad Crowdhury, who is in administrative
control of the area in w ich the rcfu:ee camps are
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located, 1lle too said he had bHeen puzzled Ly the
general absence of young men, fe thought that

many of them had stayed in Burma to look after

their properties im the villages. _lle had noticed
that some had come over intn the refuzee camps for

a short time, and had en returned of their own :
accord to Burma Uhowdhury also thought that others,
vhether conseripted or not, had simply taken labouring
Jobs on the roads and in other public works in the
Arakan, since it was the Tlenwalis wather than the

Arakenese who uwere oace oae! to doing this t.pe

of vork.

1. In view of the eco-treversy about the denths of
children in caasn H the ¥eputy Comniscioner

for his views, he tier a2 sympathetic indi-
divual - unlike vsome of "icials in ",cca

seemed to take vizw tret the more harsh the con-
ditiuns in the cauns , the more likely the refugees
were to roti « lie ly a'mitted there la been
high mortality amon: ¢ il ‘ren last Novem'er annd leceiber
He attributed is less to malnutrition in the firsg¢
irsetance than +o o ool “n11 ' feh nartientarle

af acte’ ¢ #17vren need +n the warmer nlains of the
Araken, but novw tranfereed to the nore hilly and
woocled areas of the rc’u ee camps; and also to a had
outbreak of measles. 1 might ad? that the Dritish
“jrector of the .orld .oo! Progrsmme, Trevor Iuge,
gave me an allitional reason, namely a severe outbrcak
of diarrhoea followed by the incorreet but common
reaction of mothers in the sub-continent who stop
feeding their clhildren in such circumstances. The
Deputy Commissioner added that he fcumd the nen amon-
the refugees a pretty h-artless bunch of people, who
would, if they could get away with it, woofl up the
food first, leaving women and childron to pick up
anything that was left over. For what it is worth,
the DC gave the number of deaths in the cnaps since
the exodus started ne - rly a ycar ago, as 70,000 men,
women and ctil’'ren. *his had heen halarnced by an
almest identical number i births.

5. It was pleasént to hear cvhowd:ury express hLis
warm appreciction for the <=oo:d work done by the UNJICR
and by the Hritish voluntarv agencies like Oxfam and
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Save the Cl:ildren Fund,

the way in

< Q

He also had praise for

wihich the Dritish Government had come
forwvard ro promptly with assistances.

Arzain his

attitude was a pleasant contrast to the more
lukevarm attitade of officials in Dycca.

6. I am lad to sny
peliticnlly sensitive
Jrnunry and lebruary,
Government's handiing
It was fortunate that

thiat the storm over the

articles in the "Observer" in

eritical of the Dangladesh

of the refugees, has died down,
he authorities were avnarently

unable positi ely to identify Oxfam as the crigirators.

Had they ‘'one =o,

there was a real danger that Oxfanm

wo11@ have hYeen expelled from the camps, and possibly

also =sked to close
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