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Y. Itis not often nowadays %ha%”ammﬁmbaggador'canvrépor%7a's&Qaaﬁg'

story about the repatriation of wefugéégig This ;g.hap ily my
duty. 470,000 Muslim refugees have returned freel ] '
their Burmese homes in the past eight

’3wnglad@sh during the first half of 1¢

action by the Burmege and Bavgl&aegh GOY 2!

by the High Commis ssion For Refugees | GVQGP) an
reliéfbgrgangﬁatmmng,.achm@ve& ; )

na%eﬁtiaiiy @xplasiv9 situation which, If m&s%ar

exploited by trcublema&ewa from the Iw;ammc world wm& wnxah W
poisoned Barme&&/ﬁanglad@m% relatilons mnd@farﬁuely,,
provided a lesson to the rest of South-Bast ﬁgvm.
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:nnw pr@domin@ﬁe in the bcraer &r@&a ov
Buthlﬁaung)

years ago.
traders thh the husllm@ ﬂomn the.
agriculture and fishing.

nove further &outh by pressure Qf mumbcr

vfegrewant @-amall mmnorlty.
between the two races and re igions. Thoy

livelihood in a poor and negiected part o of R@vm@o ‘
Bengalis has intens ified so has the Tear ﬁh@t if unel kked
t@rritorial iﬁtegritv’oould be threatened in the xon‘»ﬁeﬂ.
other hand %h@ro ig no actual *el;gleuq dL%crﬁm&na'

in the nra&&n just as pagodas are. to be foun& on the,Ba"
the Naf River.

The ondus of 1978

Lo With such an. atmagphere of mlstruﬁt bet
camparatlvaly minor incident can

Thie is what hapbene& in Feb

author1t1aﬁ backed up.by po'




Ther@ wera complnlnts of serious ‘malireatment.
althaugh without condonlng the treatmert of. those found 1lleaally 1n the
‘country toughness towards the poor and si ‘
investigation is an Asiati c and not merewy 8 E@rme&e characuerisnlc.f"

Similar investigations were undertaken ln thc Shan 3:
“the Kachln Stat@ at ﬁh ‘sane +1me ag
organxsed.or ccucentrated
The Burmese maintain that those Whu

Il@d were &¢T&Ld to nubmlt
gselves to the check,  This may be true in some CdSGS a thougb the
eventual figure of holders of National and
with their families agree&‘to,by the‘two-WQVQ
least 657 of the total who fled, Certa 1niy with
long established Fuslim ébmmuniﬁy in b
Buthidaung and areas further south %taye& nmf
ignorant vmllagers who fled.

realige what was happevl_g.v
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ﬁurlmg 2l &tarm, and that on belng nnﬁt@d they @mbra_ea"each
W@pt far geven yﬁ&f&}. Tho Burmese followed the 1egeﬁd byvmakx g

atong th@ Naf ?1vax.' In domng s0 th,vﬂ v&rmm?ph?bypagsed°ﬁhei

1y 1n%e\d g
to &vo*dvany'hmtch on mlah&ﬁﬁllng ‘
_s@l@cteﬁ from,all parts of Burma. &i the samm
_reﬁlaf operation in Rangoon to provide food,
gupplies,. UNHCR afflcnalo Lnspected the Camp
that th@ Burnmese had the. E@Klﬁﬁﬁ of

wha,reﬁurn@d on 31 Augu&m, Tkey dld not ceme.

here were three main reasons fo” t%msu




'by the Bangl&dvahms o sp ged up gro @6u“eaa-.7he oﬁlyvféa_ 
the agitators in the Bangladeshi camps wmuld hold bacm the
Portunately they were not allawed to do B0,
the-ﬁangladeghvauthorltlgs
return. The pressures wmay not hav& be@n GﬁhLC“l b't
turning point was when 59 e fuaees waxe e p@f
the end of the year the f 1gur reacked 76,000
underway and mess ges getti
inmates of the j oodwlll and t ﬂgl%la Pclpmb@iné
%her@'wab o snowhalling effect.  The rm~‘rmeeu s
rate of 2 OOO avery three dwys. By 19 Juﬁe 18
more than 162,000.

to an end.
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