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videoconferencing with Special Envoy of UNSG

Union Ministers hold diplomatic brieNng on 

recent political developments in Myanmar

Union-level o*cials, senior government o*cers 

get vaccinated in Nay Pyi Taw
THE Union-level officials and 

senior government officers at 

the ministries’ headquarters 

were vaccinated at the Mid-

wifery Training School in Nay 

Pyi Taw yesterday.

Health workers gave 

Covishield vaccine to Acting 

President U Myint Swe, Un-

ion Chief Justice U Tun Tun 

Oo, Union Ministers, Deputy 

Ministers, directors-general, 

managing directors, deputy di-

rectors-general and directors.

The vaccine was injected 

after taking body temperature, 

blood pressure and oxygen lev-

el in the blood, and the second 

round of vaccination will be 

given over the next 28 days.—

MNA

(Translated by Aung Khin)

Republic of the Union of Myanmar

State Administration Council

Order No 21/2021
8th Waning of Pyatho 1382 ME

4 February 2021

Changing names of President’s O*ce and Union Government O*ce

The name of President’s Office is changed into the Office of State Administration Council, and that of the Union Government Office into the Office of State Admin-

istration Council Officer, in accordance with Article 419 of the Constitution of the Republic of Union of Myanmar, in order to continue the administrative works of the 

State Administration Council regularly. 

               By Order

Sd/ Lt-Gen Aung Lin Dway

Secretary

State Administration Council

Health workers administer 

Covishield vaccine to Acting 

President U Myint Swe on 5 

February 2021. PHOTO:MNA
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MoFA issues ‘Press Statement’on current situation of Myanmar

THE Multiparty General Election of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar was held 

on 8 November 2020 under the supervision of the Union Election Commission (UEC). 

There were reportedly some irregularities throughout the process of the Election. 

In scrutinizing the official voter list issued by the UEC, the findings showed 

that over 10.4 million votes, about one-fourth of eligible voters, might have caused 

vote- rigging in the 2020 Multiparty General Election. The Tatmadaw has officially 

issued figures/tables on those findings for 30 times, statements on its position two 

times before the Election and four times after the Election. As there were irregu-

larities in the electoral processes, 20 political parties issued 26 statements calling 

for the postponement of the Third Hluttaw Session until the voter lists in question 

are properly solved by the UEC. The UEC’s failure to address these calls resulted 

in 124 protests in 99 townships during the period between 10 November 2020 to 29 

January 2021.

Furthermore, on 11 January 2021, some 203 Hluttaw Representatives from the 

Tatmadaw and political parties officially proposed to convene a Special Session of 

the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw in accord with the Constitution of the Republic of the Union 

of Myanmar (2008). The proposal was rejected the next day. With the intention of 

accepting the credible election results that truly reflect the will of the people, the 

Tatmadaw and some political parties requested the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw or the Gov-

ernment or the UEC itself to address the voting irregularity issues. The Tatmadaw 

also called for the meeting of the National Defence and Security Council led by the 

President. The Tatmadaw undertook the above-mentioned tasks in accord with 

existing laws and procedures, including the State Constitution 2008, particularly 

Chapter I, Section 4, Section 6 and Section 7 of the Constitution. Section 4 stipulates 

that “The Sovereign power of the Union is derived from the citizens and is in force 

in the entire country”. Amongst the six Basic Principles of the Constitution, Section 

6 (d) stipulates “flourishing of a genuine, disciplined multiparty democratic system” 

and Section 6 (f) mentions “enabling the Defence Services to be able to participate 

in the national political leadership role of the State”. In addition, Section 7 also stipu-

lates that “The Union practises genuine, disciplined multiparty democratic system”.

The rejection of the previous Government to take action on repeated calls to 

address voting irregularities and frauds and to postpone the new Hluttaw meetings 

clearly violated Section 417 of the State Constitution 2008 that tantamount to the 

attempt to take the sovereignty of the Union by wrongful forcible means and to 

disintegrate national solidarity. Therefore, the Ordinance No. 1/2021 on 1 February 

2021 was promulgated in accordance with Section 417 of the State Constitution 

2008. The state of emergency was declared in the entire nation for one year with 

immediate effect and the “legislative, executive and judicial powers” of the State 

were transferred to the Commander-in-Chief of the Defence Services in accord with 

Section 418 (a) of the State Constitution.

Even in mature democracies, there have been incidents of electoral irregularities 

which are properly resolved. The negligence to fix the electoral irregularities would 

set precedence and cause a negative impact on Myanmar’s democratic practices in 

the long term. In light of such circumstances, the Tatmadaw was compelled to take 

State responsibilities in line with the State Constitution 2008. The Tatmadaw will 

continue to abide by the provisions of the State Constitution, practise the genuine 

and discipline-flourishing multiparty democracy which suits the prevailing situations 

of the country, hold free and fair general election and transfer State responsibilities 

to the winning political party.

As regards the handling of COVID-19 pandemic, Myanmar, like other countries, 

will continue to exert utmost efforts to overcome the health and socio-economic 

challenges and to mitigate the negative socio-economic impact on the livelihood 

of the people for economic recovery. The Government will continue to work on the 

already-launched COVID-19 vaccination programme with added momentum. It will 

also continue to procure the vaccines through bilateral commercial arrangements 

and the COVAX Facility. 

The Government will continue to strictly adhere to the independent, active and 

non-aligned foreign policy aimed at world peace and friendly relations with nations 

and uphold the principles of peaceful co-existence amongst nations. It will continue to 

maintain friendly relations with countries of the world, particularly with neighbouring 

countries on the basis of mutual respect and understanding. Myanmar reaffirms to 

continue to actively participate in the regional and multilateral fora, including the 

United Nations, ASEAN, BIMSTEC and Mekong-related organizations, and facilitate 

the assistance activities extended to the people of Myanmar. The Government reiter-

ates its commitment to honouring the existing bilateral and multilateral agreements 

in line with the national interest of Myanmar and international obligations.—MNA

MYANMAR’S COVID-19 positive cases rose to 141,304 after 200 new cases were reported on 5 February 2021 according to the Ministry of Health and Sports. Among 

these 141,304 confirmed cases, 3,168 died, 127,229 have been discharged from hospitals.—MNA

Daily death toll until 8 pm 5-2-2021

Ministry of Health and Sports

Updated at 8 pm, 5 February 2021

New CasesTotal Cases 200141,304

Discharged from Hospital 127,229

5

3,168Total Death Tally

200 new cases of COVID-19 reported on 5 February, total figure rises to 141,304

Republic of the Union of Myanmar
State Administration Council

Order No (29/2021)
9th waning of Pyatho, 1382 ME

5 February 2021

Formation of State Administration Council’s 
Press Team

According to Article 419 of the State Constitution of the Republic of the Union 

of Myanmar, the State Administration Council has formed its Press Team with the 

following personnel: 

1. Brigadier-General Zaw Min Tun   Team Leader

2. U Thet Swe     Deputy Team Leader

3. Spokesperson from the relevant ministry  Member

By Order

Sd/ Aung Lin Dway

Lieutenant-General

Secretary 

State Administration Council

Announcement of Union Election 
Commission
(5 February 2021)

1. The Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar issued a state 

of emergency in accordance with Article 417 of the State Constitution for an 

immediate return to normality, and then transferred the powers of legislation, 

administration and judiciary sectors to the Commander-in-Chief of Defence 

Services in line with Article 418 of the State Constitution on 1 February 2021. 

Commencing this day, the legislative processes of all Hluttaws and related 

committees have also been suspended.

2. The Union Election Commission has begun its investigation on the voter fraud 

in the 2020 General Election.

3. Therefore, it is announced that the letters of accreditation issued by the Union 

Election Commission to the MPs of the respective Hluttaws will have no effects 

during the investigation period. 

Union Election Commission 
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Vice-Chairman of State Administration Council holds 

videoconferencing with Special Envoy of UNSG for Myanmar

Union Ministers hold diplomatic brieAng on recent political developments in Myanmar

U
nion Minister for Foreign 

Affairs U Wunna Maung 

Lwin and Union Minis-

ter for International Cooperation 

U Ko Ko Hlaing held a diplomatic 

briefing via videoconferencing on 

the recent political developments 

in Myanmar yesterday.

It was joined by the ambas-

sadors of foreign embassies, dip-

lomats and heads of UN agencies. 

In his keynote speech, Union 

Minister said: After scrutinizing 

the UEC’s official voter list, Tat-

madaw found out that over 10.4 

million votesmight have been 

rigged in the recent Election. 

That amount is one-fourth of 

the eligible voters. On several 

occasions, the Tatmadaw has of-

ficially pointed out those findings. 

It also officially issued figures/

tables on the findings for 30 times, 

statements on its position two 

times before the Election and 

four times after the Election. The 

voter lists should be based on 

family household registrations 

of the 2014 census and 2019 pre-

liminary census. 

He added that due to such 

irregularities in the electoral pro-

cesses, 20 political parties issued 

26 statements calling for the post-

ponement of the Third Hluttaw 

Session until the voter lists in 

question are properly solved by 

the UEC. 

The UEC’s failure to address 

to these calls resulted in 124 pro-

tests in 99 townships during the 

period between 10 November 

2020 and 29 January 2021.

The Tatmadaw issued the 

Statements by before and after 

the Election to address the elec-

toral irregularities. 

Instructions and actions of 

the UEC were not in accord with 

and violated the existing laws 

since the pre and post-election 

period.

The UEC repeatedly re-

jected the Tatmadaw’s calls for 

scrutinizing election-related doc-

uments in line with the existing 

laws.

On 11 January 2021, some 

203 Hluttaw Representatives 

from political parties and from 

the Tatmadaw officially proposed 

to convene a Special Session of 

the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw in ac-

cordance with the State Constitu-

tion 2008. However, the proposal 

was rejected the next day, 12 

January 2021. 

The Tatmadaw and some 

political parties requested that 

the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw or the 

Government or the UEC address 

the voting irregularity issues. 

The Tatmadaw’s intention was 

to achieve the credible election 

results that truly reflect the will 

of the people. Unfortunately, the 

requests were denied. 

The Tatmadaw also called 

for the convening of the meeting 

of the National Defence and Se-

curity Council two times, which 

is led by the President. 

The Tatmadaw undertook 

the above-mentioned tasks in 

accord with existing laws and 

procedures, including the State 

Constitution 2008, particularly 

Chapter I, Section 4, Section 6 

and Section 7 of the State Con-

stitution.

Section 4 stipulates that 

“The Sovereign power of the 

Union is derived from the citi-

zens and is in force in the entire 

country”. Amongst the six Basic 

Principles of the Constitution, 

Section 6 (d) stipulates “flour-

ishing of a genuine, disciplined 

multi-party democratic system” 

and Section 6 (f) mentions “en-

abling the Defence Services to 

be able to participate in the na-

tional political leadership role of 

the State”. In addition, Section 7 

also stipulates that “The Union 

practises genuine, disciplined 

multiparty democratic system”.

The rejection of the previ-

ous government to take action on 

repeated calls to address voting 

irregularities and holding of Hlut-

taw meetings which was called by 

at least 25 % of members of Par-

liament clearly violated Section 

417 of the State Constitution 2008. 

Their actions were tantamount 

to the attempt to take the sover-

eignty of the Union by wrongful 

forcible means and to disinte-

grate the national unity.  

Therefore, the Ordinance 

No. 1/2021 on 1 February 2021 

was promulgated in accordance 

with Section 417 of the State 

Constitution 2008.The state of 

emergency was declared in the 

entire nation for one year with 

immediate effect. The legislative, 

executive and judicial powers 

of the State were transferred 

to the Commander-in-Chief of 

Defence Services in accordance 

with Section 418 (a) of the State 

Constitution. 

Regarding the peacemak-

ing efforts, the Tatmadaw has 

already issued a statement re-

lated to the further suspension 

of all military operations with the 

exception of national defence and 

administrative measures, effec-

tive 1-28 February 2021.

The Peace Dialogue Com-

mittee of the Tatmadaw is tasked 

to continue negotiations with 

both the NCA signatories and 

non-signatories of ethnic armed 

organizations (EAOs) aiming 

to achieve durable peace in the 

country.

Recently, the Peace Dialogue 

Committee has been re-constitut-

ed comprising of seven members, 

led by Lt-Gen Yar Pyae.

It is expected that peace di-

alogues with the ethnic armed 

organizations (EAOs) will lead to 

the signing of the NCA by EAOs 

who have yet to sign.

As regards the handling of 

COVID-19 pandemic, Myanmar, 

like other countries, will continue 

to exert utmost efforts to over-

come the health and socio-eco-

nomic challenges, and to miti-

gate the negative socio-economic 

impact on the livelihoods of the 

people for economic recovery.

In this respect, the Govern-

ment will pay great emphasis 

on agro-industry that is heavily 

relied by the rural people which 

is about 70 per cent of the coun-

try’s population, the creation of 

employment opportunity, the 

re-opening of factories, the distri-

bution of protective health items 

for control of COVID-19.  

The Government will also 

work for the resumption of do-

mestic travels and opening of 

hotels, beefing up the COVID-19 

containment methods and aware-

ness programmes, if necessary,  

will also ensure the safety of the 

foreign nationals currently re-

siding in the country including 

diplomats and the UN person-

nel,  will continue to work on 

the already-launched COVID-19 

vaccination programme with 

added momentum, and will also 

continue to procure the vaccine 

through bilateral commercial 

arrangements and the COVAX 

Facility. 

The relief flights are re-

sumed, and plans are underway 

to expand the frequency of relief 

flights and other means such as 

sending vessels to repatriate our 

nationals stranded abroad.

SEE PAGE-4

DEPUTY Commander-in-Chief 

of Defence Services and Com-

mander-in-Chief (Army), in his 

capacity as Vice-Chairman of 

the State Administration Coun-

cil, held a videoconference with  

Ms Christine Schraner Burge-

ner, the  Special Envoy of UN 

Secretary-General for Myanmar 

yesterday.

At the meeting, the Vice-Sen-

ior General talked about the sit-

uations of the country before, 

during and after the elections 

and announced the state of 

emergency, the provisions of 

2008 Constitution, laws and by-

laws relating to Union Election 

Commission, press releases and 

briefings, fraud of voter lists for 

over 10.4 million of voters, the re-

sponse of UEC, refusal of Hluttaw 

Speaker to the requests of 25 per 

cent MPs to convene a special 

session of Hluttaw during its sec-

ond session, President’s Office 

denial for holding the National 

Defence and Security Council, 

and preparations for the Third 

Hluttaw session.  

He also explained the actions 

of Tatmadaw in line with 2008 

Constitution, formation of the 

State Administration Council, 

local-level  councils, and the dif-

ferent bodies at self-administered 

division/zones-level and districts/

townships-level.

The UNSG’s Special Envoy 

raised queries and the Vice-Sen-

ior General discussed them. 

The soft copies of announce-

ments, press briefing and some 

discussions were also sent to the 

UNSG.—MNA(Translated byAK)

Vice-Senior General Soe Win holds the videoconference with UNSG Special Envoy for Myanmar Ms Christine 

Schraner Gurgener on 5 February 2021. PHOTO: MNA

Union Ministers U Wunna Maung Lwin and U Ko Ko Hlaing hold the diplomatic brieJng via videoconferencing 

yesterday. PHOTO: MNA
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Union Ministers hold diplomatic brie3ng on recent political developments in Myanmar

FROM PAGE-3

On Foreign Policy, the Gov-

ernment will continue to prac-

tise the existing policy, that is, 

independent, active and non-

aligned foreign policy, aiming 

at world peace and friendly 

relations with nations, and 

will uphold the principles of 

peaceful co-existence amongst 

nations.

The Government will also 

maintain friendly relations with 

countries of the world, particu-

larly with neighbouring coun-

tries based on mutual respect 

and understanding. 

He emphasized the impor-

tance of adhering to the Char-

ter of the United Nations, par-

ticularly Article 2, paragraph 

7 which clearly stipulates that 

“Nothing contained in the pres-

ent Charter shall authorize the 

United Nations to intervene in 

matters which are essentially 

within the domestic jurisdic-

tion of any state or shall re-

quire the Members to submit 

such matters to settlement 

under the present Charter”.

Myanmar also reaffirms to 

continue to actively participate 

in the regional and multilater-

al organizations, such as the 

UN, ASEAN, BIMSTEC and 

Mekong-related organizations 

and to facilitate the assistance 

activities extended to the peo-

ple of Myanmar.

The Government also reaf-

firms the commitment to hon-

ouring the existing bilateral 

and multilateral agreements in 

line with our national interest 

and international obligations.

In concluding remark, he 

said that the Tatmadaw had 

assumed State responsibilities 

with effect on 1 February 2021 

in accordance with the State 

Constitution 2008 in order to 

address the electoral irregu-

larities at the General Election 

held on 8 November 2020. 

He added that during this 

interim period, all the steps 

taken by the Tatmadaw were 

strictly in line with existing 

laws, the State Constitution 

2008 in particular. The previous 

government and the UEC’s re-

fusals to address the electoral 

issues repeatedly pointed out 

by the Tatmadaw led to a po-

litical impasse. Consequently, 

the Tatmadaw had no other 

choice but to invoke Section 418 

of the State Constitution 2008 to 

assume State responsibilities.

The Tatmadaw will assign 

independent and non-bias per-

sonnel to formally scrutinize 

the electoral irregularities and 

frauds. Then, Tatmadaw will 

hold a credible multiparty de-

mocracy general election in a 

free and fair manner and trans-

fer State power to the winning 

political party. 

As a matter of fact, the Tat-

madaw has taken necessary 

steps with an aim to consoli-

date the genuine, disciplined 

multiparty democratic system 

that suits the prevailing situa-

tions of the country as aspired 

to by the people of Myanmar.

Finally, he talked about 

peace and the consolidation 

of democracy in Myanmar, 

looking forward to receiving 

understanding, supports and 

constructive cooperation of the 

international community.

Union Minister U Ko Ko 

Hlaing said: Myanmar will con-

tinue to pursue independent, 

active and non-aligned foreign 

policy and upholds the princi-

ples of peaceful co-existence 

as stipulated in the 2008 Con-

stitution. 

The Government reaffirms 

continued cooperation with the 

United Nations, ASEAN, inter-

national and regional organiza-

tions in line with the existing 

laws, national priorities and 

needs. As a responsible mem-

ber of the UN and the interna-

tional community, Myanmar 

will continue to cooperate with 

the United Nations and the pol-

icy of cooperation will remain 

unchanged. 

Therefore, Myanmar will 

extend its continuous coopera-

tion with the UN, ASEAN, WFP, 

ICRC and other developing 

partners. An MoU signed be-

tween the Ministry of Labour, 

Immigration and Population 

and UNDP and UNHCR will 

be implemented.

The Government will also 

proceed to fulfil the obligations 

under the United Nations. Such 

obligations include performing 

duties as a State Party to in-

ternational human rights trea-

ties, treaties relating to Labour 

Rights and etc. 

To fulfil the treaties obliga-

tions, the process to submit the 

initial report of ICESCR will be 

conducted, and the implemen-

tation of ratified treaties will 

be further carried out for the 

benefits of people. 

To perform effectively and 

efficiently in fulfilling our tasks, 

the Government look forward 

to receiving constructive as-

sistance from our friends and 

international organizations.

Myanmar is now serving 

as a member of UNESCO Ex-

ecutive Board, for the period of 

2019-2023, and that the Govern-

ment looks forward to enhanc-

ing our cooperation with the 

UNESCO and ECOSOC as well.

As a Member State of the 

Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN), Myanmar 

will continue to uphold the pur-

poses and principles enshrined 

in the ASEAN Charter, and the 

Treaty of Amity and Coopera-

tion in Southeast Asia (TAC). 

He also expressed his con-

gratulations to Brunei Darus-

salam for assuming the Chair-

manship of ASEAN for 2021, 

and Myanmar will work closely 

with Brunei Darussalam and 

with all ASEAN Member States 

in realizing the Chair’s prior-

ities. 

The Government is looking 

forward to actively participate 

in the planned ASEAN Meet-

ings for this year with a view 

to continuing to promote ASE-

AN centrality and unity, to fur-

ther achieve progress toward 

ASEAN Community building 

efforts, and to further enhance 

relations with ASEAN’s exter-

nal partners.

Last year was very diffi-

cult for all of us due to the un-

precedented outbreak of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Myanmar 

acknowledges the collective 

efforts ASEAN has taken in 

responding to the challenges 

in the region and will continue 

to work with ASEAN and its 

external partners in the efforts 

to achieve ASEAN’s COVID-19 

response initiatives and recov-

ery efforts, including other ini-

tiatives which are fundamental 

to ASEAN.

Myanmar participates in 

the 13 major Sub-regional co-

operation mechanisms such 

as Mekong-Lancang Cooper-

ation, Mekong-United States 

Partnerships, ACMECS, CLMV 

and will continue the active 

cooperation. 

At this moment, Myanmar 

has been taking the responsi-

bility of the Co-Chair of Me-

kong-Lancang Cooperation for 

the tenure of two years (2020-

2022) and will discharge du-

ties in a manner of effectively 

and efficiently in realizing the 

dream of peaceful, prospered 

and sustainably developed Me-

kong Region.

Myanmar has also been 

serving as Chair of CLMV 

(Cambodia-Laos-Myanmar-Vi-

et Nam Cooperation) for two 

years (2020-2022). With the 

Chair’s responsibility of mak-

ing CLMV Cooperation dynam-

ic, effective and efficient, we 

will try to serve uplifting the 

socioeconomic livelihoods of 

the peoples of the Mekong Re-

gion in coordination with the 

member states and the part-

ners such as ASEAN. 

Myanmar also is an active 

member of BIMSTEC (Bay of 

Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sec-

toral Technical and Economic 

Cooperation). 

In conclusion, he said that 

Myanmar is aware that  inter-

national community has raised 

concerns on the current situa-

tion of Myanmar. 

Being mindful of the neg-

ative impacts on the country’s 

democratization process and 

recognizing the urgent neces-

sity to act it by lawful means, 

The Tatmadaw has to take nec-

essary measures in line with 

the constitutional provisions 

and existing laws during the 

interim period. In this regard, 

the Government expects a full 

understanding of international 

community  on the existing sit-

uation and look forward to their 

cooperation with the Govern-

ment for the better interest of 

the people of Myanmar. 

Especially, during this 

time of the global pandemic, 

the Government needs the 

constructive cooperation from 

friendly countries in endeav-

ours to the provision of health 

care and COVID-19 related as-

sistance for Myanmar people. 

In addition, Myanmar will fully 

cooperate with WHO and Gavi 

to ensure access to COVID-19 

vaccines to all communities 

within the country. 

The Union Minister said 

that the Government under-

stand the concerns of the in-

ternational community on the 

continuation of Myanmar’s 

democratic transition pro-

cess, and he reaffirmed that 

very architect of this process 

is the  Tatmadaw. In fact, the 

last thing an architect would 

love to do is to destroy this 

own structure. He continued 

to say stability, the rule of law, 

prosperity and well-being of 

the people are prerequisites of 

democratic transition. 

He finally said that any 

reaction from the internation-

al and regional organization 

would take into account of 

these factors, especially for 

the well-being of the people 

and do-no-harm policy under 

the circumstances of the pan-

demic.—MNA

(Translated by Aung Khin)

THE Central Bank of Myanmar released an announcement on 3 February to wipe out rumours among the public about the monetary issue and possible closure of banks.

The announcement said, “There were false rumours that K5,000 and K10,000 banknotes would be demonetized and banks would close in relation to the current 

situations in the country. It was also learnt that some people were worried because of the rumours and were reportedly withdrawing their money from the banks.

The Central Bank of Myanmar has been working hard to stabilize the financial system, and the banks have been providing proper services in accordance with the 

rules and regulations.

The general public can continue using the banknotes and banking services without any worries, and all the banks have been instructed to provide regular banking 

services.”—MNA

CBM issues announcement on public rumours 
about monetary issue


