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the
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;mg,mghmn Dbecause the personal following of Aung San

there and was never as great as that of the Buddhist monk U Sein
pressed his advocacy of separatism to the point of armed rebellion
ted in May 1947. Most of the Insurgent activities in the
Kyaukpyu District may now be ascribed to the followers of Bonbauk Tha Gyaw,
a lieutenant of U Sein Da. They, too, are campaigning for Arakanese
independence in one form or another. Some idea of the success they are
having may be gained from the fact that of the seven main Townships of the
District the Government is in full control of only two. There are some
White Gommists in the area, but they failed in their attempt to gain
influence over Bonbauk Tha Gyaw!s movement for their own ends, and they are
of minor importance.

6., Communists of both parties have been active in the Sandoway area since
well before the transfer of power, although there again the White Communists
must be regarded as of minor importance and the area has been virtually a
Red Flag Communist stronghold. This district has been quiet since the

end of 1947, chiefly, it would seem, because of the excellent law end order
maintained by the Red Flag Communists themselves in the country districts.
The Government forces control the towns only. There is no question of the
Red Flag Communists in the area having any separatist tendencies. It is

; thought that the Commnists in central Burma and the Delta region,
much contact with Sandoway, although a group of 100 was repo

TR q_uite poss:.‘ble that a number ofi e
as separatists or autonomists are in fact simply criminals, just as in the
rest of Burma much plain dacoity has a political label n.ttaohed to ite
A contributary cause of the general unrest has been the complete lack
any serious effort on the part of the Burmese Governmen to carry

itation in the area. But the ides & Ln i
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s a sinple one. '.l'he Gomdnion, I
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: Arakanese Members of Pu-liamnt belonging
: eople's Freedom League have been selected to represent ti
Arakanese on the Commission, but it seems unlikely that the autonom-
ists will get much satisfaction from them if any significance is to be
attached to a statement put out by the Anti-Fascist People's Freedom
League.Deputies from Arakan on the 12th of September last condemming
the action of those who advocated, whether peacefully or otherwise,
that the people of Arakan should be granted a sepsrate State within
the Union. So far the Government have done little more than try to
imose their authority in Arakan by military action. With the troops
at their disposal they have not been able to do more than hold some
of the main townms.

9.  Although Arakan is plagued by the lawlessness unhappily common
to so large a part of Burma, its importance is overshadowed by more
pressing questions, notably that of the Karens, That in itself may
lead the Government to under-estimate the risks of failing to do
something to satisfly the Arakanese. Arakanese affairs are however
‘likely to assume major and criticel importance only if the Pakistan
Government depart from their present attitude of detachment to-wards
4 the activities of the Muslim insurgents over the Pakistan border.
- If they yield to the temptation which their local officials seem
- disposed to put in their way, it would be logical to expect a strong
increase in anti-Muslim feeling in Arskan, with possibly a repetition
of the massacres of 1942 X
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Transcript of Paragraph 1 of a diplomatic despatch from Ambassador James
Bowker in Rangoon to the British Foreign Secretary Ernest Bevin, dated 22
December 1949

Sir,

with reference to Mr Crombie’s despatch No. 269
of 9th August, 1949, on conditions in Arakan, I have the
honour to report that the Commission set up to enquire into
the cause of the Muslim insurrection in the North of
Akyab District, and to consider the possibility of the
partition of the District, appears to have lapsed as
nothing more has been heard of its activities. Mr Sultan
Ahmed, a member of the Commission, accompanied the
(Arakanese) Minister for Minorities, U Aung Zan Wwai,
whose Parliamentary Private Secretary he 1is, on a visit to
Akyab in October; but this visit does not seem to have had
any connection with the Commission. There continue to be
sporadic reports of trouble in the Muslim areas, but it is
clear that Pakistan has continued to preserve a strictly
correct attitude, and publicity has been given to
protestations of Toyalty to the Union Government made to U
Aung Zan wai on his visit in October by the “Rwangya”
community (Arakanese as opposed to Chittagonian Muslims); it
is doubtful whether these represent the true feelings of
more than a small fraction of the North Arakan MusTims.

2. Government control in Arakan is still confined to
Akyab, Kyaukpyu and a few other towns...

[Note the distinction drawn by the Ambassador between the minority of quasi-
indigenous “Rwangya” Muslims and the majority of 19"-20™ Century immigrant
Chittagonian Muslims. The “Rwangya” Muslims were in my view most probably the
descendants of the “Rooinga” Mohamedans recorded in 1799 by Dr Francis
Buchanan. The Chittagonian Muslims would subsequently appear to have
absorbed the remnants of the “Rwangya” Muslims to become today’s “Rohingya”
Muslims, a designation which began to emerge in the early 1960s at the time of
the surrender of the East Pakistan-based Mujahid movement — Derek Tonkin.]
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Transcript of an undated letter, probably written in 1951, from Professor Pearn of
the Foreign Office to Professor Gordon Luce of SOAS University of London

FOREIGN OFFICE
Research Department
Cornwall House S.E.1

[1951 7]

My dear Luce 1,

You may remember that a Tittle while ago I wrote
to you on the subject of the derivation of the word RWANGYA,
by which Arakanese Muslims describe themselves.

I have had a word from Merrells 2, in Rangoon, on
the same subject. He says that he asked E Maung 3, who gave
the following explanation : -

“Between the two words [-] and [-] I would prefer the
Tatter as it would seem to have a relevant meaning.
RWAM [-] 1is a Tibeto-Burmese word and means ‘midway
between’- i.e. a person who is a stranger to one is
called in Burmese [-] and a person who is neither a
stranger nor an intimate (in other words, a person who
is on the midway between the stage of a stranger and
that of an intimate) is called in Burmese [-]. So also
in the case of a half-ripened fruit, the midway between
the stage of green and that of ripeness. The other word
[-] means ‘in between’. Consequently the two words [-]
and [-] put together as a coined word would mean ‘half-
caste’ or ‘a person of mixed blood’.”

This sort of thing is beyond my ken, but the above
does not, to my untutored mind, seem convincing. So far as I
have seen, the term RWANGYA is used by few except the Arakan
Muslims themselves, and I should have expected them to adopt
some simpler expression, perhaps with an Indian connexion.
But I am very likely wrong. However, if some time when
leisure permits, you should feel disposed to let me know
your views, I should be most grateful.

with all good wishes,
Yours ever,
[signed]

(B.R.Pearn)+
G.H. Luce, Esq., OBE.,
School of Oriental and African Studies,
University of London
W.C.1

[See original letter on next page. No response known.]

! Professor Gordon Hannington Luce

2 George Merrells, Oriental Secretary at the British Embassy, resident some years in Arakan

3 professor E Maung, formerly University of Rangoon, Foreign Minister, Minister of Justice

4 Professor Bertie Reginald Pearn, formerly University of Rangoon, Head of Asian Section FO Research
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POBTE OTI08,
Sescnrel Departmons,
Commall Youse, G.3.9.

19417
Ly desr Luve,

Tou asy reasubor thet & 1itlile while sgo I wrote
o you on the awbjeot of tie dsvivaticn of Lhe world RAANGYA,
by wiich Jdaluwmese ugline dascribe thamaelveg,

i hsve bad o Line frou Hepsaellg, in Rongoon, on
the sans swbjact, o mays thet he waksd 3 oung, whae gove $he
Lollowing sxplaaation ;-

“heSwoon the tho nords 3¢ B 1mad would [eefers

tis lavtor ag 4% sconn to bove o Fulevent woSning. RYAN 3T

¢ 0 DACTOSIVITMSGY (OPG anc wiralis “aiNuny Betuem' - 1, e,
vorson o A8 R shraogsy to one 1s pulled in arosag &(’.
OOd 8 ool who ia madfbep oo aizanyay wor s intimat:,"(i.n
okiop worda; ¢ porson Lho 1s on Sho Fidway betwoon the stape
Of & ndnancor oad Shnt uf s AInSLunls) 15 oallaed in Burmese
LW Yoo H0 8lao in tis dogpe of & Ualiteny conad frait, tue
word B ghd is aosds Post La to mop, thi Seuit is on the
widway Dotnuan tho ubn.;a O peatt ahd thot of pipemess. fhe
othae wopd @2 peeng o betweants ' Uonacguently the two
words A& and &52: pus tnzether as o aoined wore would esn
'bal?—nate' ox Ta podson oF wmixed bilacdt!

Thin aort of tbing is bayous oy Ken, but t e sbove
doea not, to oy witutores wind, @eon convineing., So fay ag I nve
Been, Lho tern RUANEYA 13 wscd by fow crcept fho Arakenese aslis
tasieldven, and I goculd bave axpectes thuu to adopt goGg: '
BIMUler oXprogsion, porhays eith s IoGion 0oraeXioh., Hyt T an
wery Likely weont. Viionevar, if, souskin: whon Luiswre pamiita,
Jou poondd feel Fisposed $o let we Imow Jouw vicus, I sbould he
oSt Jratorul.

Waith a1l pood wishes,
Yows cvey,

fRE—.

. . P, \
[ 45 Ry ¢ Yaia)




