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@OxfordCity @SheffCouncil @GlasgowCC @DubCityCouncil @BrightonHoveCC 

@NewcastleCC @Edinburgh_CC @cityoflondon might wish to read 

https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/defence-aung-san-suu-kyi  and reflect on their 

decision to revoke the Freedom of the City granted to Aung San Suu Kyi in her hey-day. [1] 

****** 

There can be no question of restoring these Freedoms, which Aung San Suu Kyi would 

politely decline in any case. Several Councils wrote to Aung San Suu Kyi before revoking 

her Freedom, but in no case would it seem that Aung San Suu Kyi responded. [2] 

 

****** 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/defence-aung-san-suu-kyi


 

The reasons are only too clear. Aung San Suu Kyi was saddened that Councils seemed 

unaware of her many statements and interviews on the crisis in Rakhine State in the wake of 

her release from house arrest in November 2010. [3] 

 

****** 

More particularly, Aung San Suu Kyi would have regretted that they clearly had no 

understanding of her perilous situation which made it all but impossible for her to “speak out” 

against military excesses in Rakhine State without provoking a military coup against her. [4] 

****** 



She would also have known that to attempt to explain her position was fraught with political 

danger. She was walking a tight-rope and any detailed explanation of her position to satisfy 

Councils would have been political suicide. [5] 

****** 

Pushed by governments and human rights organisations to use her moral authority to bring 

the military to account, Aung San Suu Kyi took action to highlight the human rights abuses 

which had occurred, notably in her Financial Times article of 20 January 2020. But she had 

no control whatsoever over the military justice system. [6] 

 

****** 



In any case, it was beneath her dignity to respond to such requests for clarification of her 

position. Yet she used her address on 11 December 2019 to the ICJ to restate her 

differences with the military in terms which would have eluded most Western readers. See 

my analysis at https://www.networkmyanmar.org/ESW/Files/DASSK-The-Hague.pdf .[7] 

****** 

Those Councils who have any doubt about Aung San Suu Kyi’s compassion and continuing 

moral authority in Myanmar should read Professor Sean Turnell’s dramatic account of his 

imprisonment in Myanmar when his term for a time coincided with her in Nay Pyi Taw. [8] 

 

****** 

https://www.networkmyanmar.org/ESW/Files/DASSK-The-Hague.pdf


 

For Burmese, Aung San Suu Kyi has never fallen from grace. This is not to say that she 

might not have handled the Rakhine crisis differently and that the NLD administration 2016-

2021 did not act unwisely on issues such as press freedom and the ethnic peace process. 

[9] 

****** 

But on the Rohingya issue, she has demonstrated throughout a coherent, principled, 

compassionate and honourable position. Her appearance at the ICJ in The Hague was not 

made to defend the military, but her country’s honour, dignity and democratic aspirations. 

[10] 

****** 

My main criticism of her detractors is that those who awarded and then revoked her 

honorary degrees and freedoms made absolutely no attempt to try to understand her 

perilous situation, but simply alleged the worst. Thus Bob Geldorf’s infamous “handmaiden 

to genocide”. [11] 

****** 

Aung San Suu Kyi’s martyrdom in prison, like that of the late Alexei Navalny, is a rebuke to 

all those in the West who have reviled and maligned her so thoughtlessly in recent years, 

though Aung San Suu Kyi has already forgiven them. [12] 

 


