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THE CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT ACT, 1951.1 

[Act LXII, 1951.] (7th November, 1951.1 

An Act to amend the Constitution of the Union of Burma.

It is hereby enacted as follows :—
1. (/) This Act may be called The Constitution Amendment Act, 1951.
(2) It shall come into force on the dale of promulgation except sections 3 

and 7 which shall come into force on the date of the dissolution ot the Parliament 
following the first general elections held under section 233 of the Constitution.

2. In section 8 of the Constitution, for the expression “Section 180" the 
expression “ Sections 180 and 181 ” shall be substituted.

3. In sub-section (1) of section 83 of the Constitution, the last sentence 
shall be deleted.

4. For the provisions in sections 180 and 181 of the Constitution, the 
following shall be substituted, namely : —

“180. (1) The territory hitherto known as the Salween District shall form 
a constituent unit of the Union of Burma and be hereafter known as 
‘The Karen State’. It shall also include such adjacent areas occu
pied by the Karens as may be determined by an Act of Parliament.

(2) All the members of the Parliament representing the Karen State shall
constitute the Karen State Council.

(3) Any member of the State Council who shall have ceased to be a
member of the Parliament shall be deemed to have vacated his seat 
in the Council, but may continue to carry on his duties until his 
successor shall have been elected.

(4) The State Council may recommend to the Parliament the passing
of any law relating to any matter in respect of which the Council 
is not competent to legislate.

15) When a Bill has been passed by theState Council it shall be presented 
to the President for his signature and promulgation. The President 
shall sign the Bill within one month from the presentation of the 
Bill, unless he refers the Bill to the Supreme Court for its decision 
under sub-section (6).

(6) The President may. in his discretion, refer any Bill presented to him
under sub-section (5) to the Supreme Court for decision on the 
question whether such Bill or any specified provision thereof is 
repugrant to this Constitution.

(7) The Supreme Court, consisting of not less than three judges, shall
consider the question referred to it and alter such hearing ns it 
thinks fit, shall pronounce its decision on such question in open 
Court as soon as may be and in any case not later than thirty days 
after the date of such reference. The decision of the majority of 
the judges shall, for the purpose of sub-section (6), be the decision 
of the Court.

(8) In every case in which the Supreme Court decides that any provision
of the Bill, the subject of a refeience to the Supreme Court under 
sub-section (6). is repugnant to t'.iis Constitution, the President shall

1 Published in Burma Gazette, 1951, Part I, page 899.



134 Constitution Amendment.

return the Bill to the Slate Council for reconsideration and shall 
decline to sign it unless the necessary amendments shall have been 
made thereto.

(9) In every other case, the President shall sign the Bill and promulgate 
the Act as soon as may be after the decision of the Supreme Court 
shall have been pronounced.

(10) When the President has signed a Bill presented to him under sub
section (5) whether without or after a reference to the Supreme 
Court, the validity of any provision of the Bill shall not be called in 
question on the ground that it was beyond the competence of the 
State Council.

(11) The signed text of every Act shall be enrolled for record in the office
of the Registrar of the Supreme Court and a copy of the same shall 
be enrolled for record in the office of the Minister for the Karen 
State.

(12) The Head of the Karen State may, from time to time, summon and
prorogue the State Council :

Provided that there shall be a session of the State Council once at least 
in every year so that a period of twelve months shall not intervene 
between the last sitting of the Council in one session and its first 
sitting in the next session.

Government of the Karen State.

181. (1) A member of the Union Government to be known as the Minister 
for the Karen State shall be appointed by the President on the 
nomination of the Prime Minister acting in consultation with the 
Karen State Council from among the members of the Parliament 
representing the Karen State. The Minister so appointed shall also 
be the Head cf the Karen State for the purpose of this Constitution.

(2) The Head of the State shall be in charge of the administration of the 
State ; that is to say, the executive authority of the State shall be 
exercised by the Head of the State either directly or through 
officers subordinate to him.

f3) Without prejudice to the generality of the provisions of sub-section
(4), the said executive authority shall extend to all matters relating 
to recruitment to the State civil services, to postings and transfers 
and to disciplinary matters relating to these services.

(4) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the executive authority
of the State extends to the matters with respect to which the State 
Council has power to make laws, and in all such matters the 
decision of the Council shall be binding on the Head of the State

(5) The Head of the State shall consult the State Council in all other
matters relating to the State.

(6) In order to facilitate the communication of the decisions and the views
of the State Council to the Head of the State, the Council shall at 
its first meeting after a general election elect from among its mem
bers or otherwise a Cabinet of State Ministers to aid and advise the 
Head of the State in the exercise of his functions.

(7) The Head of the State shall give or cause to be given an account of
his work to the State Council in each ordinary session, [re**nt or 
cause to be presented to the Council a report upon all matters 
relating to the State, and recommend for the consideration of the 
Council such measures as he thinks tit for promoting the general 
welfare.
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(8) The Head, of the State shall prepare or cause to be prepared the
estimates of the receipts and of the expenditure of the State for each 
financial year and shall present them or cause them to be presented 
to the State Council for consideration.

(9) Subject to any conditions that may be imposed by the Union in respect
of any contributions from the Union, the State Council shall have 
power to approve the budget of the State ; and in order to enable the 
President to satisfy himself that the conditions have been duly 
observed, such budget shall he incorporated in the Union budget.

(10) The provisions of Chapter X of this Constitution shall not apply to
the Karen State.

(11) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution all matters relating to
the Constitution of the State including those relating to the powers 
and duties of the Head of the State, of the State Council and of the 
Cabinet of State Ministers and their relations to each other and to 
the Union Government shall be determined by law :

Provided that until the date of the dissolution of the Parliament consti
tuted following the first general elections held under section 233 of 
the Constitution, the Karen State Council shall be constituted with 
all the members of the Parliament representing Karens. "

5. Section 195 ot the Constitution shall be deleted.
6. In sub-section (5) of section 209 of the Constitution, the expression 

“ Karens or " shall be deleted.
7. In the Second Schedule to the Constitution,—

(i) for clause •(<) the following shall be substituted, namely
“ (e) fifteen seats shall be filled by representatives from the Karen State;”

and
(ii) in clause (/) for the words “ fifty-three seats ” the words sixty-two

seats" shall be substituted.
8. In the Constitution, for the expression “ Karcnni State ” wherever it 

occurs, the expression " Kayah State ” shall be substituted.
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